FAITHFUL FOLLOWER

FAITH UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

Rev. Len West April 2011
o CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
nsid April 10, 2011 Following Worship
nside
Volunt There are two items for the meeting: The first is to vote on Faith
Scheodltjjlneeer 5 United Church of Christ adopting the following :

e Open & Affirming Statement:

Pastor, Pen & “Faith United Church of Christ believes that everyone is loved
Parish............ 3 equally by God. Therefore, we affirm all people, welcoming
unconditionally those of every race, ethnicity, background, ability,
Board of Gov. gender identity, and sexual orientation, reaching out to embrace
Minutes........... 4 diversity as we grow together in the light and love of Christ.”

If this statement is approved by 75% of the congregation, we will

Financial become recognized as an open & affirming church.

Snapshot.......... 5
You may vote on the ONA statement at the meeting, by paper

Clean Up ballots that will be distributed shortly, or you may email the Church
day................ 6 office with your yes/no vote decision if you have no privacy
concerns. Please remember that the ballots or emails must be
Leadership returned or received at the Church office prior to the meeting, that

Workshop......... 7 is by Friday, April 8th at 11:00 AM.

o Financial Decision Based Upon Our Budget

News &
Notes............. 8 We will also be discussing what actions the members of the church
wish to take regarding our continued monetary shortage. Our
SAM revised estimated shortage for 2011 is $28,170. We will soon be
Mission...........9 unable to pay our bills if we do not cut our costs significantly. The
Board of Governors is preparing cost reduction proposals and will
Youth provide them to you prior to the meeting.
Doings............ 9 The majority of the congregation will need to agree on a course of
: action so the Board of Governors may implement your desires in
April this matter
Calendar....... 10 '
Al Congratulations Faith Preschool for being one

Birthdays......11 of the top five VPKs in Manatee County.

“Our mission is to affirm all people as we grow together in the light and love of Christ.”



April 3, 2011

Message: The Rev. Len West
Flowers: Harry & Evelyn Anderson in
celebration of her father’s 97th birthday
Greeters: Joan & Bob Schiller

Guest Book: Betsy Biro

Hospitality: Earleen Nutting

Scripture: Lowell Peterson

Usher: Marge Hooie & Marjorie Steele

April 10, 2011

Message: The Rev. Len West

Flowers: Available

Greeters: Janis Groth

Guest Book: Betsy Biro

Hospitality: Mary Lou & Jack Williams
Scripture: Jean Cox

Ushers: Marjorie Steele & Linda Anderson

April 17, 2011

Message: The Rev. Len West
Flowers: Mark & Eleonore Sulloway
Greeter: Jerry & Sheryl Smith

Guest Book: Betsy Biro

Hospitality: Harry & Evelyn Anderson
Ushers: John Potts & Fred Damianos

April 24, 2011

Message: The Rev. Len West
Flowers: Marge Hooie in celebration of
Margaret Woolson’s birthday

Greeter: Joan & Bob Schiller

Guest Book: Betsy Biro

Hospitality: Available

Scripture: Marge Hooie

Ushers: Barry Stipp & John Potts

Pastor
The Rev. Len West
Director of Music
Dennis Crowley
Secretary
Judy Wetter
Office Hours 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM
746-8890
Fax 746-0670
Faith UCC Email:
faithchurchucc@verizon.net
Faith Website:
faithchurchucc.com

The Follower

..... is published monthly by Faith United
Church of Christ.

Editor: Judy Wetter
Proof Reader: Betty McGowan

2011 Board of Governors

Ii you, a member of your family, or
someone you know is ill or
hospitalized please let the office know, as
soon as possible. A member of Faith
Church would like to make a visit to bring
God’s word of comfort. The church office
telephone number is 746-8890 or email at
faithchurchucc@verizon.net.

President , Mark Sulloway 350-3355

1st. Vice President, M.R. Lembright 776-9004
Vice President, Fred Damianos 747-3182
Vice President, Janis Groth 779-6988
Secretary, Joan Beach 722-4421

Treasurer, Pete Groth 779-6988

Financial Secretary, Marge Hooie 747-2734
Building & Grounds, Dick Sluss 714-7873
Christian Education, Debra Barnard 545-8689
Department of Congregational Involvement
M.R. Lembright 776-9004

Department of Ministry,

Bruce Covey 741-8566

Kaye McGregor 724-6313

Stewardship, Mark Sulloway 350-3355

SAM, Barbara Brownell 747-9643

Faith UCC Food Bank

Next collection day
Sunday, April 3




Decisions, Decisions.....

Each and every day, from moment to moment we are assaulted with opportunity. Opportunities that
will impact our lives. Some decisions we make are less impactful than others. Our choice of
breakfast cereal is clearly less momentous than picking someone to spend our lives with.

| wager there are few among us who do not have some level of connection with the 1882 magazine
publication of the short story, The Lady or the Tiger. In the story, there are two clear choices, albeit
they are obscured by the presence of two doors. The choice of door will serve to be the determi-
nant of an accused man’s guilt or innocence....and his living or dying.

Behind one door is a beautiful woman who has been selected by the semi-despotic king to become
the bride of the accused. The other door hides a tiger who will devour the prisoner if he so
chooses.

On this particular occasion, the king’s daughter was caught in a dalliance with the accused, and it is
he who faces the life and death decision. One small complication is that the princess knows what
lurks behind each door and is in a position to point the love of her life in the right direction.

Does she turn him into an entrée for the tiger or a betrothed for the princess?

After worship on Sunday, April 10, we have a couple of phenomenal opportunities set before us.
The first is our vote to become an Open and Affirming congregation within the UCC. A positive,
especially unanimous vote in that direction will be life affirming and spiritually nourishing for us. Of-
ficially and openly embracing all of God’s people as citizens of God’s realm is just the

right thing to do.

Hard choices, momentous decisions. The Lady or the Tiger.....real life or something else.
Let’s not squander this opportunity. Let’'s choose well.

Pondering,

Holy Week Schedule

Sunday, April 17

10:30 AM Maundy Thursday—3
Zhursday April 21 -
7:00 P!

Bring a Friend

LSYTH

SUPPER

&aster Morning )
Sunday, April 24 <S<{N]

‘ TAaASTCOCR

“f.:i?,":f:,if:‘\: &Easter &gg Hunt
£,y Jmmediately Following Worship ;




Faith United Church of Christ
Board of Governors Meeting
March 15, 2011

Present: Pastor Len West, Mark Sulloway, Fred Damianos, M.R. Lembright, Barbara Brownell, Marge Hooie,
Pete Groth, Janis Groth, Bruce Covey, Debra Barnard, Dick Sluss, Joan Beach, Judy Wetter and Ina Bingham.

The meeting was opened at 7:12 PM with prayer by Pastor Len.

The minutes for the February 8, 2011 meeting were approved.

Financial Secretary Report: Marge reported that we are down about $1000 in March for the operating fund
and we are $5300 short for the year for the building fund.

Treasurer's Report: Pete reported that we need roughly $25,000 more to balance the budget and that we
need to reduce expenses. Discussion regarding our financial woes took place. Fred made the following mo-
tion, seconded by Babs: We prepare four budgets with a time certain for implementation: 1.current budget -
broke by July 2.eliminate music - $800 month deficit 3. eliminate music and part time pastor - balanced
budget and 4. reduce music and pastor - balanced budget. After a lengthy discussion Fred made a motion,
seconded by M.R., to bring option #4 to the congregation as a recommendation. The reduction would take
place beginning in May. Motion carried.

Upcoming events: ONA statement will be brought to the congregation on April 10 for vote. Those who are
not able to attend the meeting must vote by written ballot prior to the vote or by email by Friday, April 8,
2011. Motion by Babs, seconded by Fred: Move that the Board of Governors vote to approve the ONA state-
ment and send it forth to the congregation for their approval with the recommendation to pass it. Motion car-
ried. A second motion by Babs, seconded by Dick: Move that ONA statement must have 75% yes vote to
pass. Motion carried.

M.R. and Babs have been working on a church wide survey. Money to cover the cost of the survey has been
donated. The time frame for completing the survey is two weeks.

There will be a training session on Saturday, April 16 from 9 to 3 for all members interested in leadership train-
ing led by Jeannette Sherrill from the conference. Jeannette is donating her time.

Pastor's Report: Len reported that five people attended the first Adult Bible study last Sunday. He discussed
the UCC annual meeting, Synod and his weekly report. He shared his three SMART goals with the

Bd.: 1.Faith School of Music and the Arts, 2. Stewardship support in the form of grant writing and 3. Marketing/
Publicity supported by a Laity Team.

Secretary's Report: Judy reported that it costs $200 for a space in the Memorial Garden. Motion by Babs,
seconded by M.R.; Move that there will be a $200 charge for the cost of cremains, whether buried or spread,
in the Memorial Garden, The money is to be used for upkeep of the memorial garden. Motion passed.
Committee Reports:

Ministry: Pastoral Relations Committee met on March 6. Len will be on vacation from April 26 through May 3.
He also asked for help setting up for the Lenten series on Wednesday evening.

Christian Education: Debra announced that Vacation Bible School will be held from June 23-25 from 5:30 to
8:00 and 9:00-12:00 on Saturday. The starter kit costs $155. There will be an Easter Egg hunt on April 24.
There will be a youth salad bar after church on March 27.

Building and Grounds: Dick reported that someone needed to do community service and that person painted
the church sign & fixed the ruts in the lawn . On April 9 there will be a church work day. A pipe broke in the
sprinkler system and needs to be fixed.

Faith Women: Babs announced that the bylaws have been suspended until December and that monthly
meetings will be held by different women taking charge each month.

Social Action and Mission: Babs announced that SAM will be helping Migrant Services this year. Paper
goods will be collected from March-May, underwear and socks from June-Aug and food for migrant families will
be ongoing. Babs made a motion, seconded by M.R. to allow Manatee County Schools to hold English classes
for migrant families in our facility for a two hour period each week. Motion carried.

Congregational Involvement: M.R. announced that Bylaws and Department and Committee consolidation
will take place with the help of Jeanette Sherill.
Stewardship: Mark will prepare a financial email.

The meeting closed with prayer at 10:45 by Pastor Len.
The next meeting will be held on April 12 at 7PM.
Respectfully submitted,

Joan Beach, Secretary




Let Your Gifts to Faith United Church

of Christ Live On .....
There are many ways that an individual can
support Faith United Church of Christ through
gifts and legacies. The more common are:

Cash/Checks

Securities (Stocks & Bonds)

Real Estate

Wills — An individual may make a gift by in-

cluding the church in their will.

Life Insurance

Trusts
In establishing an Endowment to the church one
may choose to:

Stipulate the use of the funds

Give the gift without any specification
The following members of Faith United Church
of Christ Endowment Committee - Harry Ander-
son & Fred Damianos are available to answer
your Endowment questions.
Your gifts to Faith United Church of Christ helps
serve God by ensuring that the needs of the
congregation, community and the world are met.
It's a selfless act of giving.
For the Committee,
Fred Damianos

Clean-Up Day
at Faith UCC

Mark Your Calendar

s,

There will be a church clean-up day on Satur-
day, April 9 from 9:00 AM until Noon,

with lunch provided. Bring your

rakes, shovels, rubber gloves and

elbow grease to help make Faith

shine for Easter Sunday.

FOLLOWER CHART 2011
The 2011 flower chart is on the
bulletin board. Please pick your
special date by adding your name
and if the flowers are in memory of or
in celebration of a person or event. The
cost for flowers is still $20, payable to Faith
Church. The flowers are provided by Elite
Florist & Gift Shop. If you would like to re-
serve a date you can also contact the church

office at 746-8890.

Available dates are: April 10, May 1, 29, June
5, 26, July 3,17, 24, August 14, 21, 28 Sept. 4,
11, October 2, 9, 30, Nov. 6, 27,
December 11.

Judy

The Department of Ministry is constantly
seeking gregarious people to fill the volunteer
positions of Greeter, Usher and Guest Book,
Maybe you would like to read the Sunday
Scripture or do the Children’s Message. How
about Hospitality? You don’t have to be a
member of Faith to serve and a board member
will serve with you. There is a sign-up sheet
on the bulletin boar or look or the yellow poster
| the Narthex on the first two Sundays of each
month. We are now scheduling for the month
of May.

“Jesus Didn’t Reject People.
Neither Do We.”

Faith Women’s Meeting

April 9

11:00 AM — 1:00 PM

Let’s take a trip to Chile (in our Fellowship Room) . Please wear or bring any
South of the Border items you may have, if you wish. Lunch will be provided
(contribution accepted). Bring a friend—enjoy!

There is a sign - up sheet on the bulletin board.

e oare|]




LEADERSHIP WORKSHOP

Saturday, April 1 6" 9:00a.m.- 3:00 p.m. At the church
“Trimming Down—Building UP”

Church leaders and any others who wish to attend will have the opportunity to shape
an organizational structure for the Board of Governors and Committees to better meet
the current needs of the congregation. At the same time, we will examine communi-
cation styles and work to “build up” the congregation to live out the mission “to affirm
all people as we grow together in the light and love of Christ.”

Workshop Presenter is the Rev. Dr. Jeanette Sherrill*

FOR: All Members of the Board of Governors
All Members of Departments and Committees
ANYONE interested in Church Leadership
Lunch will be provided for a small donation
PLEASE SIGN UP ON THE SHEET ON THE BULLETIN BOARD

QUESTIONS: Please check with Barbara Brownell, Mark Sulloway or Rev. Len West

*The Rev. Dr. Jeanette Sherrill served as an Associate Conference Minister in the New York Con-
ference of the United Church of Christ. She has served as an Interim Minister in a number of con-
gregations in New York State and in Florida. She has been a consultant to Episcopal, Presbyterian
and United Methodist congregations as well as a number of UCC congregations. She owned and
operated Eagles Wings, a Conference and Retreat Center in New York State. She has a special
interest in congregations and how they function. She is a member of the Gulf Coast Committee on
Church and Ministry and is currently serving as Interim Minister for Trinity United Church of Christ in
St. Petersburg.

The Rev. Dr. Sherrill is volunteering her time as she works with Faith UCC Church

Church Women One Great Hour of Sharing

United Meeting
April 1, 2011

BRADENTON — The April meeting of
Church Women United of Manatee will be held
on Friday, April 1, at 9:30 a.m. at the Westminis-
ter Presbyterian Church, 3011 — 19" Avenue
West, Bradenton 34210. Coffee and fellowship
at 9:30, program at 10. Everyone is welcome to
attend.

Mt

Received annually on the 4th Sunday in Lent,
which will be April 3, 2011, ONE GREAT HOUR
OF SHARING is one of the four special mission
offerings of the United Church of Christ. Work-
ing in more than 80 countries, the U.C.C. works
with international partners, and together we pro-
vide support to health education, refugees, agri-
culture and emergency relief initiatives. A spe-
cial donation envelope will be provided for you

in the Sanctuary on April 3. Please give gener- 7

ously.



With Heartfelt Thanks I

Shrove Tuesday Pancakes
Thanks to all who supported the Faith “annual”
tradition of eating pancakes on the day before
Ash Wednesday. The fresh fruit make the meal
all the more scrumptious, thanks to Janis & Floy.
The fellowship was great as were the generous
donations. Profit realized was $101. Thanks
again.
Jack & Pete

2 Dinner and Dessert

& Please join us for fellowship, fun, and

food. Gecko’s Grill and Pub, 4310 SR

64 E is our destination Friday evening,
April 8, with dessert to follow at the home of
Carole and Dick Sluss located 13608 4th Ave
NE. We plan to meet at the restaurant at 6 pm.
If you can’t make it for dinner, please feel free to
join us for dessert around 7:45.

Maps will be available. See details on the sign-
up sheet on the bulletin board. Contact Dick
or Carole at 714-7873 for more information.

Faith Women 0l 0 _°9
Faith Women met on Saturday,

March 5 and decided to temporarily change the
format and scope of the organization. Instead of
quarterly meetings or events, meetings will be
held monthly on the first or second Saturday of
each month for the remainder of 2011. Mem-
bers will take turns planning this monthly event.

This change will give the group the flexibility to
meet more often for fellowship and not get
bogged down with the format of a formal meet-
ing. With this change, meetings could be for
breakfast or lunch, at church, at a restaurant or
in someone’s home.

Please watch The Follower, the weekly bulletin
or the sign up sheet in the narthex for details on
the next meeting.

Men’s Breakfast
To Be Announced

Greetings from Faith Pre-
school.......

y Faith Preschool’s Annual Kid’'s Carni-
val is just around the corner! We will
have a Silent Auction with over 100
items, game booths, food, bake sale,
a hayride, a bounce house and a
huge slide.....a fun day for eve- g
ryone! Mark your calendars for g ¢&=
Saturday, April 2™ from 10:00
AM - 2:00 PM. Come out and join the fun and
support Faith Preschool.
Wendi Steinbach, Director

A Partial List of Silent Auction Iltems

*Passes to MOSI

*Golf for four at Stoneybrook

*Passes to South Florida Museum

*Italian Basket

*Tickets to Florida Studio Theatre

*Peppermill Eatery Gift Certificates

*Peridia Golf for four w/ a cart included

*Tickets to Manatee Players

*Kids Activity Center Gift Certificates

*Play Away — 8 Week Session

*Chili’s Gift Certificate

*Ruby Tuesday’s Gift Certificate

*Whitney National Bank - $50.00 US Savings Bond
*Caragiulos Gift Card

*(2) Marauders Tickets, Mascot Bobble Head,
Autographed baseball and photo by Paul Maholm
*Chick-fil-A Gift Basket

*Gecko’s Gift Certificates

*Various Hair Salons

And many more..........

God is still speaking,




CHOIR HAPPENINGS

We are now well into Lent, begin-
ning with Ash Wednesday and the
lJ anthems of “‘Change My Heart, O

God” and “Ashes,” to help set the

tone of the Lenten season. The
music has taken on a more plaintiff and somber
tone done in a minor key, such as Bach’s
“‘When Thou Art Near” and “If Thou But Suffer
God to Guide Thee” on Ash Wednesday, Cho-
pin’s Prelude in E Minor, Beethoven'’s “Adagio,”
and the more contemporary “Lonely Voices” as
the postlude on the first Sunday in Lent. On the
second Sunday in Lent the music continued the
somber tone with Wely’'s “Andante Sostenuto”
and Scarlatti’'s “Sonata in D Minor.” The music
will continue to convey the serious mood of Lent
until Palm Sunday with Jesus’ joyous entry in
Jerusalem with “Hosanna” and Faure’s “The
Palms” as the anthem, and break out into joyful
song on Easter with “Rejoice in the Lord Al-
ways” and the “Halleluia Chorus” from Handel’s
Messiah.

The new Introit each month is working
out well. The congregation is joining vigorously
in the singing of the Introit every Sunday as we
sing it through twice. It is helping to focus atten-
tion on the service at the beginning by singing
“‘Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying” and

“‘Come, Now is the Time to Worship.” In April
we will be singing “O How He Loves You and
Me” for the first two Sundays, “Hosanna” on
Palm Sunday, and “Rejoice in the Lord Al-
ways” on Easter.

The special music that has been intro-
duced has been well received, and we are
grateful to congregation members who have
offered their talents to enhance the worship
service. On March 20, Kirt Jones provided a
beautiful rendition on the piano of Durand’s
“Chaconne,” and on March 20, Peter Groth
sang a moving “The Holy City” by Weatherly/
Adams, both generating loud applause from
the congregation. We look forward to continu-
ing the practice of special music at least once
a month, and put out a call for any member
who has a vocal or instrumental talent to come
forward and offer that talent to the congrega-
tion during a worship service.

| have met a number of members of the
congregation and look forward to meeting eve-
ryone over the next several weeks. | am
pleased with the feedback | have received re-
garding the musical program, and welcome
positive input from the congregation to con-
tinue improving the musical program.

Dennis Crowley

SAM Gives on Faith’s Behalf and Everyone’s Help..
The Dept of Social Action and Mission has a lofty goal this year and we know you’ll want to partici-
pate. In March, the SAM members met with Carol Parker, representative from Manatee County Mi-
grant Services. Based on that meeting, we will begin a year long drive of items which can be used
by their clients, many of whom are children. Please bring items to church each week where a des-
ignated place to drop them off will be marked. Here is the schedule and what will be collected (feel

free to post this on your fridge or bulletin board):

Month

Item Notes

March, April & May

products
June, July & August

September, October & November |Diapers

Paper goods which can include: paper
towels, napkins, toilet paper and feminine| please

Socks & Underwear

No paper plates

Boys and Girls

Any brand or size

By the way, it’s always OK to bring items to be collected at any point in time! Let’s fill the church to

the brim!



SALAD BAR SUNDAY
March 27, 2011

FRESH GREENS ‘\,%’:% FRESH BREAD
fw & MORE!

Please come, enjoy and socialize..
All Donations Are Appreciated

EVERYONE IS INVITED

BOWLING OUTING
March 27, 2011
Youth & Young Adults
have invited
Manatee Children’s Service

L
Group Home Youth A ‘
to an afternoon of bowling

and Christian Friendship..

Michelle Morrell , Erica Seeley &
Q/u Courtney Bright have
volunteered to help at
K\&(/ Faith United Church of Christ’s
Pre-school Carnival on April 2, 2011.
'Thank you' to Wendi and Group for
this opportunity..

PALM SUNDAY
Faith Youth & Young Adults

will be handing out palms during
Church Service..

" EASTER SUNDAY
./ Easter Egg Hunt

30 Hour Famine
Watch for future up-dates.

Interested in
Joining Faith
Uucc?

/(“-‘ -

7 New A meeting has been

\embers Class scheduled for Sunday,
April 3, immediately

following worship. If you would like to join Faith

UCC or are interested in learning more about

joining, please speak to Pastor Len or call the

church office at 746-8890.

& 3 Food Pantry
e~
\u: We need your help! Please continue

to support our food pantry. Monetary
donations are always welcome.
Suggested items might include:

Hearty soup, canned vegetables

and fruit, cereal, paper products, laun- ﬁ
dry products, hand soap, shampoo, etc. )

Jelly Bean Prayer

Red is for the blood He gave.
Green is for the grass He made.
is for the sun so bright.
is for the edge of night.
Black is for the sins we made.
is for the grace He gave.
Purple is for His hour of sorrow.
Pink is for a new tomorrow.
And handful of jelly beans,
Colorful and sweet,
Is a prayer, a promise,
A loved one’s treat!
Happy Resurrection Sunday!




SUNDAY

SUNDAY

SUNDAY

SUNDAY

12
16

17

16

18

20
21
25

24

25

9:30 Church Women United.
Kid's Carnival Set-up

10:00—2:00 Kid’s Carnival

9::00 AM Adult Bible Study
10:30 AM Service of Worship
Communion/Food Bank

New Member Mtg.

7:00 PM Building & Grounds

5:00 PM Lenten Dinner
7:00 PM Choir

6:00 PM Narcotics Anonymous

9:00 AM Clean-up Day
11:00 AM Faith Women
7:00 PM Movie Night

9:00 AM Adult Bible Study
10:30 AM Service of Worship
Membership Sunday

Youth Group
Congregational Mtg.

7:00 PM Board of Governors

5:00 PM Lenten Service
7:00 PM Choir

7:00 PM Narcotics Anonymous

9:00 AM—3:00 PM Leadership
Workshop

9:00 AM Adult Bible Study
10:30 AM Service of Worship
Dept. of Ministry

Youth Group

FOLLOWER deadline
7:00 PM Braden River HOA

7:00 PM Choir
7:00 PM Maundy Thursday

Good Friday—Sanctuary open 1-3
FOLLOWER emailed

Easter Sunday

9:00 AM Adult Bible Study
10:30 Worship Service
Easter Egg Hunt

7:00 Inlets HOA

26 6:00 PM Preschool Art Show

27 6:00 PM Adult Study
7:00 PM Choir

28 7:00 PM Narcotics Anonymous

30 Florida Conference

ARl AN

T

¥ 4ig

4/3  Ray Stoll

4/4  Alexis Theiss

4/5  Betsy Biro

4/8  Molly Brownell

4/8  Sue Hill

4/16 Marna Schneider
4/18 Bud Hooie

4/19 Bronson Saulo
4/19 Eleonore Sulloway
4/20 Heather Reardon
4/23 Dick Garrard

4/26 Margaret Woolson
4/27 John Wentz

4/29 Barbara Willcox

If you or someone you know is in need of
prayer call one of the following:

Betsy Biro 798-8472
Janis Groth 779-6988
Marge Hooie 747-2734
Helen Nutting 792-3124
Joan Sheehan 748-2498

Evelyn Anderson 792-6991

Members of the Prayer Group
m?‘ are anxious to keep the prayer
A list current. Please advise us

11



