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ñOur mission is to affirm all people as we grow together in the light and love of Christ.ò  

Rev. Len West 

YOUTH MISSION WORK DAY  
Saturday  August 14

th
  2010               Cost $25  

"The Hands and Feet of Jesus " are needed at -   
PINELLAS HOPEé 

Temporary EMERGENCY Shelter for OVER 
250 HOMELESS Men & Women ï  

This provides the opportunity to reach out and help others while 
working side by side with other youth.   It is also an amazing op-
portunity to reach out and work among those who find themselves 
in difficult and transitional times in their lives.  
If the oil spill situation should change for the worse ï we may be 
doing BEACH CLEAN-UP instead in our regioné  
Plans at this time are to find a place to TENT camp and spend the 
night there, rather than try to get back that night.  Also, will let you 
know UPDATE as it is received. 

FUND RAISING YOUTH CAR WASH  
"The Hands and Feet of Jesus"   

 
Mission Trip to: PINELLAS HOPE in Clearwater, FL. 

 

August 1, 2010 following Church Service  
Please bring your car to be washed..  

 Have your family and friends stop by for a car washé  
Cost:  DONATIONS from the HEART  

"THANK YOU" for ALL of your support.   
By helping us, we can help others.. 

Mark Your Calendar  ñ  August 15 - 9:00 AM  
Contemporary Service 
See page 3 for more information 



.....is published monthly by Faith United Church 

of Christ.  
 
Editor: Judy Wetter 

Production: Betty McGowan 

The Follower  

YOUR  

STAFF  

 

 Pastor 
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Director of Music 

Marilyn Spencer 

Secretary 

Judy Wetter 

Office Hours 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM  
746-8890 

Fax 746-0670 

Faith UCC Email: 

 faithchurchucc@verizon.net 

Faith Website:  

faithchurchucc.com 

August 1, 2010 

Message:  The Rev. Len West 

Flowers: Grace Rodgers 

Greeters: Joan & Bob Schiller 

Guest Book: Mary Lou Williams 

Hospitality: Available 

Scripture: Fred Daminaos 

Usher:  Eleonore Sulloway & Marjorie Steele 

August 8, 2010 

Message: The Rev. Len West 

Flowers: Joan Sheehan to celebrate her son & 

daughter-in-lawôs 26th anniversary  

Greeter: Joan & Bob Schiller 

Guest Book:  Mary Lou Williams 

Hospitality: Available 

Scripture:  Joan Sheehan 

Ushers: Eleonore Sulloway & Marjorie Steele 

August 15, 2010 

Message: The Rev. Len West 

Flowers:  Leon Barnard in memory of Louise 

Barnard. 

Greeter: Joan Beach 

Guest Book:  Linda & Alexis Theiss 

Hospitality: Available 

Scripture:  Joe Gregory 

Ushers: Fred & Hatti Damianos 

August 22, 2010 

Message: The Rev. Len West 

Flowers: Ina Bingham 

Greeter: Joan Beach 

Guest Book: Linda & Alexis Theiss 

Hospitality: Available 

Scripture:  Kaye McGregor 

Ushers: Fred & Hatti Damianos 

August 29, 2010 

Message: Youth Led Service 

Flowers: Jerry & Sheryl Smith in celebration of their 

30th wedding anniversary 

Greeter: Linda & Alexis Theiss 

Guest Book: Eleonore Sulloway  

Hospitality: Available 

Scripture:  Youth  

Ushers: Fred & Hatti Damianos 

Faith UCC Food Bank 
 

Next collection day 
Sunday, August 1 
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President , Mark Sulloway  350-3355 
1st. Vice President, M.R. Lembright  776-9004 
Vice President , Joan Beach  722-4421 
Vice President, Janis Groth  779-6988 
Vice President, Fred Damianos 747-3182  
Secretary, Kaye McGregor, 776-2796 
Treasurer,  Peggy Shanbarker, 758-1247 
Financial Secretary, Marge Hooie  747-2734 
Building & Grounds, John Wentz  758-6575 
Christian Education, Debra Barnard 745-2488 
Department of Congregational Involvement 
Carol Knight  776-1032 &  M.R. Lembright  776-9004 
Department of Ministry, Bruce Covey  741-8566 
Endowment, Pete Groth  779-6988 
Stewardship, Mark Sulloway  350-3355 
Social Action & Mission, Barbara Brownell  747-9643 

2010 Board of Governors 

Check out the Florida UCC newsletter at: 
http://www.uccfla.org/docs/Celebrate%

20Florida%20April-May%202010%20.pdf .  

http://www.uccfla.org/docs/Celebrate%20Florida%20April-May%202010%20.pdf
http://www.uccfla.org/docs/Celebrate%20Florida%20April-May%202010%20.pdf


      Summer Ecstasy 
 
Semus Heaney is not exactly a household name.  He is an Irish poet whose verses describe the 
clergy in images that make me and the church squirm.  
ña clerical student home for the summer doomed to do the decent thing. 
Drinking tea and praising home made bread. 
Something in them would be ratified when they saw you at the door in your black suit, arriving like 
some kind of holy mascot.ò  
Sweet Jesus, how I dread to be ñdoomed to do the decent thing,ò which in some way renders us to 
living emaciated lives, to being ñsome kind of holy mascot.ò  How bloodless, boring, unspirited, and 
altogether proper, polite, pious and puny?  Why does anyone come to church, or become a clergy-
person?  
And so, I find relief from time to time, when I discover a contrarian style that is part of our tradition.  
The best example is that of the Hasidic Jews.  Some time ago The New Yorker   magazine de-
scribed them thus?  ñ(They) were urged to turn their focus inward; the joyous singing and dancing;  
their vigorous rocking style of prayer, the shouting of endearments to God in the course of the ser-
viceéall of which became the earmarks of Hasidic worshipéwere only the overflow of excited reli-
gious feeling.ò  
When I read and imagine that, I smile and suffer just a tad of embarrassment at the fantasy.  Doesnôt 
the cardiac rhythm of any lover about to make a stammering approach to the beloved get a little 
funky?  (I remember Diane  in the balcony of the Glove theater when I was 16).    
Imagine thinking of prayer as singing; as rocking and whirling, and perhaps best of all, as speaking 
endearments to God.  Instead of starting off every communication with something ponderous like, 
ñEternal God,ò or ñAlmighty Godò, suppose we dared to get close and say, ñHiya Sweetheartò, ñHey 
Divine Lover, or some other ridiculous, intimate or endearing name.  
If that seems too brassy, though weôve been told to come boldly before the throne of grace, how 
about just shouting out or singing or whispering in Godôs ear, which is poised right by your 
mouthéòO God, Youôre terrific!  Youôre Wonderful! Youôre Beautiful!  You delight me ; You and this 
amazing world youôve made, this life youôve given me!  I love You!  In everything I love, through and 
under and over and around everything I love, Iôm crazy for you.  Hallelujah!!!   
Impolitely,        
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The word contemporary as most of us know means ñcurrentò.  
With it, happening, now and  up to date would be other designa-
tions.    
It also means somewhat eclecticé.which is another word for 
inclusive.  This service will be very musical.  There will be vin-
tage lyrics set ablaze with different beats.  There may even be 
the occasional easy jazz piece.  There will be familiar pieces 
arranged in non-traditional ways.  
As our service evolves, we hope that any friend or member with 
instrumental or vocal ability will offer their talents.  Marilyn will be 
lending her considerable talents as she bounces up and down 
on our brand new and very sonically capable keyboard.  

The mood will be casual and warm, not unlike our 10:30 regular 
worship, but even more relaxed.  Your most comfortable cloth-
ing is what you want to wear.  
This experiment in latter day liturgy will begin August 15 at 9:00 
in our sanctuary and will last no longer than 40 minutes.  The 
usual sermon will be replaced with a briefer meditation.  Poetry 
readings with some spiritual import will be likely homiletical fare.  
So find your flip flops, grab a cuppa something and come ex-
pecting the unexpected.  This will be a work in progress.  The 
service will morph and change and may well even wind up in a 
different time slot.    
One thing is sureé..we will have a happy time. 

Faith UCC Contemporary Service Begins August 15, 2010 at 9:00 AM 
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FAITH UCC 
MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS 

July 13, 2010 
  
 Present: Pastor Len West, Marge Hooie, Barbara Brownell, Heather Reardon, Ina Bingham, John Wentz, 
Joan Beach, Peggy Shanbarker, Carol Knight, Bruce Covey, Debra Barnard, Judy Wetter, Fred Damianos 
and Kaye McGregor. 
The meeting was opened at 7:00 p.m with a prayer by Pastor Len. 
Debra Barnard discussed plans for Vacation Bible School July 22-24. 
The Minutes for June 14, 2010 meeting were approved. 
Financial Secretary Report: Marge said that $6147 was collected the first 2 weeks of July for the operating 
fund. In the same period $1755 was collected for the building fund. The current balance in the building fund is 
12,306.64. We have had more visitors this summer and more returning visitors. We have received the final 
payments from Tip Top Trees. 
The Treasurerôs Report: for June was reviewed and approved. It was moved and supported that the board 
authorize Marge and Peggy to set up a savings account for the church. It was also moved and supported to 
deposit a $8000 gift from the Estate of Wes McGowan into this savings account and that it be ear marked for 
a major maintenance reserve fund. The list of church activities scheduled for July was reviewed. 
 Old Business: The first Contemporary Service will be on August 15 at 9:00 a.m. 
New Business: Funds to purchase a new keyboard to be used at the Contemporary Service has been do-
nated.  Marge Hooie will send a thank you to this anonymous donor.  The agenda for the Congregational 
Meeting was discussed. We will seek volunteers from the congregation to serve on the Music Committee for 
the Contemporary Service. 
Pastorôs Report: An anonymous donor will be giving the church a new pulpit. Pastor Len has looked into the 
City of Bradenton sign ordinance and our sign could be larger. We will be looking into getting some sketches 
of a new sign. There is still time to schedule a meeting with Pastor Len. 
Church Secretary Report: Judy said a few small trees need to be removed so the current sign is more visi-
ble and it needs to be power washed or painted. 
Committee Reports: 
Ministry- Summer Fest, on July 10, was a success. 
Christian Education: There will be a Car Wash after the church service on August 1. Funds raised will be 
used to attend a mission trip to Clearwater on August 14. 
SAM: Barb Brownell thanked all involved for the shelves in the food pantry. 
Buildings and Grounds: Completed the shelves for the food pantry and will be looking into repairs for the 
current wooden church sign. They will either remove or repair the ñCome Grow with Usò sign. 
Faith Women: The Fun Bunch are making plans for upcoming events. 
Congregational Involvement: The committee will meet with Pastor Len on July 27 to plan a leadership re-
treat. Tip for the month: Invest in a better process by concentrating on what works, not on what doesnôt work. 
ONA: Additional books have been distributed to all Board of Governors members.     
The meeting closed at 9:40 p.m. with a prayer by Pastor Len. 
The next regular meeting will be on Tuesday, August 10, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Kaye McGregor 

A Personal  "THANK YOU!!" 
From:  Ina M. Bingham 

 
"THANK YOU" to the BOG, to Christian Education, the FAITH  UCC 
congregation.  
 
In January of 2010, I was accepted into Christian ED as a Youth 
Leader.  Now, I am a Youth Leader, CE Secretary, photographer for 
FAITH, etc..  I am so BLESSED and APPRECIATIVEé All in a little 
over six months.. 
 
Everyone has been so very good and so welcoming to me..  And, with-
out the head of our CE Dept.  Debra Barnardôs  trust and believing in 

me  ï  and Heather Reardonôs guidance, patience and open arms, I 
could not have done it, nor could I now.  There are several wonderful 
people in CE [Linda Theiss ï Janis Groth ï Earleen Nutting ï Hatti 
Brown Damianos ]  and ALL ARE A BLESSING and AN ASSET to 
FAITH UCC.  But ï without Heather and Debra, I do not believe that 
our YOUTH would be as AWESOME as they are today.  YES ï they 
are AWESOMEé  
 
Always, 
Ina 
 

"Hear with your ears, but listen with your heart." 



News & Notesééé.  
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Baby Steps 
 
Consider one small thing that 
you could do to make our 
church an even better place. 
Can you plant a flower, say 

ñthank youò to someone, write an article for the 
Follower, call someone who has been away or 
help with coffee hour? Take a baby step this 
month and see what a difference even the small-
est gesture can make! 
ñWe cannot do everything at once, but we can 
do something at once.ò 

                      ~Calvin Coolidge 
This message brought to you by the Department of 

Congregational Involvement             

 

 

Guitar and Drums 

Summer Choir is Forming! 
 

Come and bring your ideas and sing with 
us -we will choose our own music!! 

 

 
Write Your Own Music 

Contemporary 

Old Revival Hymns 

Praise Music 

Write Your Own Music 

Quartets and Trios No Robes 

A BIG 

 
 

to ALL of YOU that have volunteered  
so freely of your time, donations  

and talents with VBS!!!! 
 

And, to those of you who wish they could, but 
were not able. 

 
What wonderful stewards of Godôs work..  

Christian Education Dept. 

If you or someone you know is in need of prayer 

call one of the following:   
   

 Betsy Biro  798-8472 

 Janis Groth   779-6988 

 Marge Hooie  747-2734 

 Helen Nutting  792-3124 

 Joan Sheehan  748-2498 
       

 

Members of the Prayer Group are 

anxious to keep the prayer list 

current.  Please advise us when 

you would like a name removed.  

FAITH PRESCHOOL NEWSééé.. 
 

The teachers and I have enjoyed having fun working with the children during 
ñFaithò summer camp.   Our last day of camp is July 23

rd
.   

The Faith Preschool staff and I are already getting ready for our upcoming school year.  We 
will have our staff training on August 24

th
 and 25

th
.  During August we plan to clean and 

prepare our rooms for the 2010/2011 school year.    
We hope that everyone is having a wonderful summer!  
Wendi Steinbach 



SUNDAY 1 9:45 Choir 

Communion/Food Bank 

Youth Group Car Wash 

 2 7:00 Building & Grounds 

 5 7:00 Narcotics Anonymous 

SUNDAY 8 9:45 Choir 

10:30 Worship Service 

Youth Group 

 10 7:00 Board of Governors 

 12 7:00 Narcotics Anonymous 

 14 Deaf Group 

SUNDAY 15 9:00 Contemporary Service 

Youth Group 

Department of Ministry  

 16 FOLLOWER deadline 

7:00 Braden River HOA 

 18 Floor Stripping 

 19 7:00 Narcotics Anonymous 

 20 FOLOWER emailed 

SUNDAY 22 Youth Group 

FOLLOWER available  

 23 7:00 Inlets HOA 

 26 7:00 Narcotics Anonymous 

SUNDAY 29 Youth Led Worship 

 30 Pastor Len out of the office 

 31 Pastor Len out of the office 
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If  you, a member of your family, or 

someone you know is ill or hospitalized 

please let the office know, as soon as possible. 

a member of Faith Church would like to make 

a visit to bring Godôs word of comfort.  The 

church office telephone number is 746-8890 or 

email at faithchurchucc@verizon.net. 

8/1 Lowell Peterson 

8/1 Helen Nutting 

8/10 Michelle Morrell 

8/14 Shirley Rampart 

8/19 Helen Weaver 

8/21 Michael Frederick 

8/24 Lauren Clark 

8/28 Joan Beach 

8/28 Catherine Day 

8/29 Joseph Gregory 

8/30 Jack Barnes 

FOLLOWER Deadline 
August 16 

 
YOUTH LED SERVICE   

 
August 29, 2010 

 
Be prepared to be INVOLVED - 

DO NOT plan on slinking away!!! 
 

You will NOT want to miss   
THIS SERVICE.. 

Invite your family and friendsé. 
 

 

Rummage Sale...Last chance to express your 
opinion on whether or not to have a rummage 
sale.  There have not been very many re-
sponses.  The red stripe box in the narthex is 
awaiting your vote.   
Mary Lou Williams    


