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FAITHFUL FOLLOWER

FAITH UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

Rev. Fred Rhines, Interim Pastor November 2011

How do you give?
This was the theme of November 13th Stewardship Sunday message.

This is our opportunity at least in small part, to repay what we receive. And to be part of
something much greater than ourselves. What we do here at Faith Church includes:

Worship Services & Communion Music
Community Outreach Spiritual Growth
Missions - near & far Education
Facilities - maintaining & repairing this Fellowship

church building
Staff - paying for them to assist us

This Church is an external symbol of our faith and belief in God's love.
It is a beacon for us to gather at. It is a place to hold hands during hard times. But this
place can only exist with your contributions & help.

This church was built through much hard work by members & other friends throughout
the years. We all need to insure that the place where we worship & meet each other for
fellowship continues to remain available to us all.

Stewardship is taking care of what we are entrusted with. We are entrusted with this
Church and our fellow members. We each need to contribute to insure the ongoing suc-
cess of the Church that it will be here long after we are gone.

Remember what has made everything in our lives possible. It is God who grants us the
gifts we receive each day. We are asking you to plan your contributions to the Church for
the next year so that we can budget for the Church's needs. We have one consolidated
pledge for both day to day expenses and our building fund to pay our mortgage.

Pledge cards for your planned annual contributions for 2012 are in the narthex listed un-
der your name.

Please prayerfully consider your assostomg Faith Church to maintain our facility for
worship, prayer & fellowship. Think on today’s message, How Do You Give?

Christmas Activities

December 3 >
. . : | December 24
1:00 PM Faith Women Christmas Tea 4 7-00 PM Christmas
December 10 ' Eve Service
5:00 PM Potluck & Cookie Swap December 25
December 11 10:30 AM Service of Worship

10:30 AM Christmas Play

“Our mission is to affirm all people as we grow together in the light and love of Christ.”



Worship With Us

December 4, 2011

Message: The Rev. Fred Rhines
Flowers: Mark & Eleonore Sulloway
Greeter: Janis Groth & Joan Schiller
Guest Book: Betsy Biro

Hospitality: Earleen Nutting
Scripture: Janis Groth

Usher: Linda Theiss & Marge Hooie

December 11, 2011

Message: The Rev. Fred Rhines
Flowers: Dick & Carole Sluss

Greeter: Janis Groth & Joan Schiller
Guest Book: Betsy Biro

Hospitality: Kaye McGregor

Scripture: Janis Groth

Ushers: Linda Theiss & Kaye McGregor

December 18, 2011,
Message: The Rev. Fred Rhines
Flowers: Jerry & Sheryl Smith
Greeter: Janis Groth & Mary Lou Williams
Guest Book: Betsy Biro
Hospitality: Margy Stewart
Scripture: Marge Hooie
Ushers: Jack Williams & Fred Damianos
December 25, 2011

Message: The Rev. Fred Rhines
Flowers: Marge Hooie

Greeters: Mary Lou Williams

Guest Book: Betsy Biro

Hospitality: Available

Scripture: Joan Sheehan

Ushers: Jack Williams & Fred Damianos

Sunday Volunteer Servers

If you are serving for the first time and have
questions regarding your duties, please
look on the bulletin board. Detailed duties
for each assignment are printed for you
may take a copy if you wish. Thank you for
volunteering.

Pastor

The Rev. Fred Rhines
Secretary
Judy Wetter
Office Hours 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM
746-8890
Fax 746-0670
Faith UCC Email:
faithchurchucc@verizon.net
Faith Website:
faithchurchucc.com

The Follower

..... is published monthly by Faith United
Church of Christ.

Editor: Judy Wetter
Proof Reader: Betty McGowan

2011 Board of Governors

President , Mark Sulloway 350-3355

1st. Vice President, M.R. Lembright 776-9004
Vice President, Fred Damianos 747-3182
Vice President, Janis Groth 779-6988
Secretary, Kaye McGregor 776-2796
Treasurer, Pete Groth 779-6988

Financial Secretary, Marge Hooie 747-2734
Building & Grounds, Dick Sluss 714-7873
Christian Education, Debra Barnard 545-8689
Department of Congregational Involvement
M.R. Lembright 776-9004

Department of Ministry,

Bruce Covey 741-8566

Kaye McGregor 776-2796

Stewardship, Mark Sulloway 350-3355

SAM, Barbara Brownell 747-9643

e Friedf Chuh

Faith UCC Food Bank

Next collection day
Sunday, December 4




From the Pastor's Desk....

The Advent Season is upon us again! Where does time go? The meaning of Advent is “to come.”

Our time is here again for Jesus’ coming into our lives and the life of our church. How blessed we

are by this, especially as we look to a new calendar year with a new organization to implement, but
a less certain future as to having enough money and people to keep us going in 2012.

One of the ways we will go forward is to look at our lineage...our history and background...and see
what it is that makes us strong and energetic and what it is that makes us strong and energetic and
what it is that weakens us and needs changing. This advent we will focus on Jesus’ lineage and
see the kind of background he had. Jesus’ ancestors and parents were truly faith-oriented people,
but we will see them flaws and all. We can compare ourselves and our background to that of Jesus.
| believe it will give us a great experience.

The first week of Advent (Nov. 27), we look at the life of Ruth a foreign woman of faith who married
Boaz a kinsman (cousin) of her first husband’s family. They were the parents of Obed, the father of
Jesse who was the father of King David. We will talk about King David on the second Advent Sun-
day (December 4.)

On the third Sunday (Dec. 11), the youth and young adults will present a special Christmas Play
(stay tuned for more details.) Then on December 18 we will hear of Jesus’ parents, Mary and Jo-
seph. That only begins our Christmas celebration! On Christmas eve (Saturday, December 24) we
will celebrate Jesus’ birth with a service of lessons, candles and carols (Doesn’t our sanctuary al-
ways look and feel inspiring with all the candles lit for the coming of Jesus?)

Christmas morning (Dec. 25" — a Sunday this year) we will celebrate the day by coming to church
“as we are” — in pajamas, sweat suits, slippers, whatever. We will share Christmas stories from our
past and exchange gifts under the Christmas tree (wrapped items costing no more than $3.)

Don ‘t miss a minute of this year's Advent and Christmas celebrations (more action items throughout
the FOLLOWER.) That new birth of faith awaits you and all at Faith United Church of Christ!!

As a post script — our New Year’s Day service will feature a discussion of our resolutions for our
church in the next year, 2012, along with Holy Communion. Be here for that!!
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FAITH UCC
MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS
NOVEMBER 14, 2011

Present: Mark Sulloway, Pastor Fred Rhines, Marge Hooie, Judy Wetter, Dick Sluss, Barbara Brownell, M. R.
Lembright, Pete Groth, Janis Groth, Bruce Covey, Heather Reardon, Kaitlyn Morrell, Ina Bingham, Fred
Damianos and Kaye McGregor.

The meeting was opened at 7:05 PM with a prayer by Pastor Fred.

The Minutes for the October meeting were approved.

Financial Secretary Report: Marge reported that collections for the Operating Fund for October 2011 had
gone down by $3219. So far in November the Operating Fund is down $2553. For November $1285.91 is
needed for the mortgage payment.

Treasurers Report: Pete Groth reported that after bills are paid there will be a $5366.48 balance in the Oper-
ating Fund.

Upcoming events include decorating the church for Christmas on November 26, Christmas Tea on December
3, Pot Luck and cookie exchange on December 10 and the Christmas play on December 11.

Pastor’s Report: In October Pastor Fred made 13 phone calls and 11 visits for a total of 24 contacts to church
members. During Lent he will preach on the lineage of Jesus. The Christmas morning service will be “come as
you are casual’. More information will follow.

Secretary’s Report: Judy has provided information on a lease program on a new Cannon copier. It was
moved and supported to lease this copier. It will save $110 per month.

Committee Reports

Ministry: Bruce said plans are being made for advent and decorating the church.

Christian Education: Thirteen pies were sold for Thanksgiving. The children will sing once a month in the
Sunday service. The Youth and Young Adults will be in charge of a potluck and cookie exchange on December
10 at 5 PM The group is looking into doing a contemporary service on Saturday evenings.

Preschool: Currently there are 7 children in the Tuesday and Thursday class and 8 in the Monday, Wednes-
day and Friday class. There are 12 in the VPK program.

Buildings and Grounds: Dick Sluss is fixing some outside lights.

SAM- Barb Brownell said 103 items were collected for the Food Bank for November. The children will start car-
rying food into the church and place by the altar on Sunday once a month.

Congregational Involvement: The Report on the Survey Responses will be in the Follower. Long range goals
will be addressed throughout the year by the board. Judy will review the membership list and send a list of
members who have not attended lately so board members can contact them.

Stewardship: Mark and M.R. will give a message before each service for the next few weeks.

Endowment: Fred has not received any calls.

Old Business: Income increasing ideas include selling part of the property, share the church facility with an-
other congregation and various fund raisers. We closed the safe deposit box and Ina has a fireproof box she
will provide for the church.

The meeting closed at 9:55 PM with a prayer by Pastor Fred.

The next regular meeting will be on Monday, December 12 at 7:00 PM

Respectfully submitted,
Kaye McGregor
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Food Pantry

= We need your help! Please continue
to support our food pantry. Monetary
donations are always welcome.

Christmas Play
Sunday, December 11

Suggested items might include: During Worship Service

Hearty soup, canned vegetables
and fruit, cereal, paper products, laundry ?@
products, hand soap, shampoo, efc.

“Seasons Beatings”
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With Heartfelt Thanks

Special thanks to all who participated in the
Haunted House Event. Your support defines
the meaning of Christian church family.. "You
are true givers.' Mark & Eleonore Sulloway,
Jack & Mary Lou Williams, Felix, M.R. Lem-
bright, Marge Hooie, Joan Sheehan, Helen
Nutting, Earleen Nutting, Linda Anderson,
Betsy Biro, Bernetta Harper, Debra Rivera &
Jennifer Felix, Bruce Covey, and Dick Sluss.

o3

Special thanks to all that shared their military
stories and memorabilia with us, both personal
and of their family — "THANK YOU!" It was
some of the most interesting information that |
have had the honor to read and type up.

Fred, thank you for working with, and honoring
the Color Guard from Post #10141. What a
wonderful and reflective way to start the morn-
ing. Bruce, it was a fabulous selection of screen
work. Kirt, the music was beautiful. Kaitlin &
Kirt, thank you both for getting involved with this
project, for personally going with me and inviting
the VFW’S to come to Faith. You are such posi-
tive representation of Faith UCC and a blessing
to us. You are AWESOME!!

3
Thanks to Bridget Sessions for her effort in
bringing friends to church. We have seen three
new faces in the Youth Sunday School in this
past month.

WHAT’S NEW??

"AMPLIFY FAITH"

Our 'NEW' Saturday Evening Service
FIRST service - December 17" 6:30-7:30 PM
THEN - 2" and 4" Saturday of the month
Serendipity Snack Bar - where you may pur-
chase refreshments

Come, enjoy music in relaxed atmosphere of
friendly people sitting together and talking.
Where we can learn about life and about God.
We want everyone to leave feeling loved and
with a sense of who God is and how he can be
in their lives.

These services will offer: Occasional Guest
Speaker - Fellowship and much more...

1% Guest Speaker: Kenny Merritt Graduated
Suma Cum Laude from Calvary Theological
Seminary. He earned degrees in Christian
Counseling and Christian Education. He is a
Parent Liaison for Manatee County School Dis-
trict — taught Kung Fu and Tai Chi and much
more.... You WON’'T want to miss this.....

ALL ARE INVITED!!!

CHECK US OUT ON FACEBOOK -
"Amplify Faith" - Let God Be Your DJ

Created by: Kaitlin Morrell

Monthly Seed: "Never look down on anybody,
unless you are helping them up. "

4
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God s still speaking,

E Dec 3, 2011
ANNUAL UCC FAITH WOMEN CHRISTMAS TEA

1:00PM to 3:00PM

A Sign up sheet is in the Narthex and please bring cookies or something savory to share.
With so many charities looking for donations we thought that this year we would do some-
thing different. Instead of exchanging gifts we will be asking for donations to be given to a
Charity yet to be determent.

We will also be discussing the future of Faith Woman.
See you there.
Eleonore Sulloway



Church Council 2011

Pastor*
Moderator*
Paid Staff Supervision
Pulpit Supply
Deputy Moderator*
Pastoral Relations Committee
Music Committee
Council Secretary*
Historian
Finance Team -
Treasurer*
Financial Secretary*
Chair of Stewardship
Chair of Endowment
Worship Team - Leader*
Usher
Greeter
Guest Book
Children’s Sermon
Altar
Communion
Sanctuary Decorations
Lay Worship Leaders
AV Services
New Visitor Gifts
Church Events & Fellowship Team - Leader*
After Service Hospitality
Other Hospitality & Fellowship Events
Liaison to Faith Women
Liaison to Men’s Fellowship

Spiritual Life Team - Leader*

Prayer Team

Nominating Committee

Leadership Development

Membership Roll

Visitation

Congregational Care of Current Members
New & Future Member Care

Social Actions & Missions Team - Leader*

Food Pantry

Holiday Baskets

Habitat Workdays
Neighbors in Need
Strengthen the Church
Blanket Sunday

One Great Hour of Sharing
Veterans of the Cross

Community Outreach Programs - Leader*

Publicity
Marketing
Advertising
Outreach Events

Christian Education Programs & Events - Leader*

Bible Study

Adult Sunday School

Young Adult Sunday School

Youth Sunday School

Primary & Elementary Sunday School
Youth Programs

Buildings & Grounds Team - Leader*

Facility Management
Burial Steward

* indicates an elected church council member - total of 13 voting members

Team Leaders duties are:

« recruit own team members as needed - long term or per individual event or activity

e hold team meetings as needed
e plan, coordinate & delegate team tasks

 brain storm for innovative ideas & actions

« coordinate with other teams as needed to improve the Church & complete activities
« attend Church Council & vote on Church issues

 report on scheduled activities to the Church Council

« rovide articles for church publications

Church Council Executive Committee for emergency actions -
Moderator or Deputy Moderator & two (2) other elected council members

FAITH CHURCH NEEDS.....
Persons to fill leadership positions on the Church Council for 2012.
Will you VOLUNTEER to help move Faith Church into the future? All it takes
is signing your name on the Church Council poster board chart in the Narthex. 7
Please talk with M.R. Lembright, Barbara Brownell or Mark Sulloway if you have questions.




ANNOUNCING
Faith Church Votes to Establish a CHURCH COUNCIL for 2012

We are trying a more flexible and more focused format for church governance for the year 2012!!

e CHURCH COUNCIL is the new name of our governing organization.
e There are NEW TITLES for church leaders: Moderator, Deputy Moderator, Team Leaders or Co-

Leaders.

o What were Board of Governor’s Departments and Committees have been REORGANIZED into

TEAMS.

« Teams have NEW NAMES that better identify their area of responsibility.

o Team responsibilities include specific tasks as listed on the Church Council Outline.

« The Council Moderator takes on responsibility for supervision of the paid staff. The Deputy Mod-
erator is responsible for personnel relations, specifically the Pastoral Relations Committee and

the Music Committee.

« Additional Council Leader responsibilities are listed in the top right corner of the Church Council

outline.

e Council members are those who have VOLUNTEERED FOR A SPECIFIC POSITION. Council
members will then be elected to their positions at the Annual Meeting of the Congregation.

o Terms of office for Council members is one year at this time.

o [Each Team Leader will have responsibility for inviting members and friends of Faith to become
members of their Team either for the year OR persons may choose to volunteer on that team just

for specific activities.

Greetings from Faith Preschool.......

During November the preschool col-

) lected food to donate to the church
for their Thanksgiving food drive. The
children have enjoyed being part of

this collection and the teachers enjoyed

teaching the children about how important it
is To help others.

Also, this year for our outreach project for
Christmas we are planning on col- '
lecting a gently used toy from each ©
child again to donate to Mothers Helping
Mothers. Mothers Helping Mothers runs a
thrift shop where needy families can shop
free of charge for items for their families.
Last year the children became very involved
and excited about donating one of their toys
Yo this program.

Faith Preschool wishes everyone a

“Happy Thanksgiving”!

Wendi Steinbach, Director

Cookie Swap & Potluck
December 10" at 5 PM
All are invited!! Q&
|

Bring a covered dish to share along
with your table service and enjoy the
good food, laughter and fellowship. We hope to

see you there.

More info? Contact: Ina Bingham 941-725-

1092 ina8667@aol.com Heather Reardon

941-592-4836 h_morrell@hotmail.com.

Cookie Swap Instructions
Bring cookies to the church on Saturday,
December 10 by 5:00 PM.

Bake your favorite cookie recipe and exchange it
for a variety of cookies others have baked.

Please package in quantities of 6 per package
and label with cookie type and date =
baked. This also includes bar cookies. 'g i
Want to include holiday bread? Small
loaves for small loves.
No one is obligated, but if you are interested,
bring them to the potluck and just imagine the
variety that you will have. 8


mailto:ina8667@aol.com
mailto:h_morrell@hotmail.com

Report on Mission 1

LI =111 /‘ A gIobaI mission event by the UCC
N = / ended on Nov 11, but the work

L l;:,-l;/"/ continues!

Faith was part of an international campaign to
focus on issues of hunger worldwide.

For 11 days in the eleventh month of 2011, our
church joined with many UCC churches to collect
food items, write letters to our leaders and do-
nate money to help feed the hungry. The chal-
lenge was huge: 1 million items of food, 11,111
letters to Congress and $111,111 donated to
both Neighbors in Need and African Famine Re-
lief.

How did we do?

1,373,171 food items have been donated. (Faith
UCC donated 103.)

36,794 letters have been written to Congress
$105,983 has been donated to African Famine
Relief and

$102,557 has been donated to Neighbors In
Need. Faith’s Youth donated $137.00

And the money, food donations and letters are
still coming! Thanks to all Faith UCC members
who participated, and especially to the youth
and young adults who made it a special project.

We will continue to collect food items in the
months of November and December in order to
put together holiday baskets for those in need.
Barbara Brownell

Youth & Young Adult Doings.........

Young Children Group
Watch for more involvement from our ‘Young
Children Group..” Please join us in letting
them know just how ‘AWESOME’ they are.
We hope that you will enjoy!!
©3

RANDOM ACTS of KINDNESS
Friday, December 16™
We will be making up small gifts, wrapped and
with Faith info on the tag, then take them
downtown Bradenton and hand them out to
strangers. MUST wear an ELF or SANTA
hat...Come join us!!!

Church Women United

Church Women United of Manatee -7
will gather at Ward Temple AME, ___,
1005 5th Street West, Bradenton
34205, on Friday, December 2, 2011. Please
join us at 9:30 a.m. for coffee and fellowship
and the ecumenical service celebrating the
Christmas season will be at 10:00 AM. Every-
one is welcome.

Christmas Sitting Service
Need a Sitter? Look No Further

Got some shopping to do before Christmas? The
Young Adult & Youth will provide child care at the
church as a fundraiser for the youth group. The
cost is $15 each for 4 hours, $10 for siblings ages
1 thru 10 years old. Space is by reservation only
and is limited. Please call Ina Bingham at 725-
1092 or at ina8667@aol.com. Dates are:

10:00 AM—2:00 PM
3:00 PM—7:00 PM
3:00 PM—7:00 PM
3:00 PM—7:00 PM
10:00 AM—2:00 PM
3:00 PM—7:00 PM
10:00 AM—2:00 PM

Saturday, November 26
Sunday, November 27
Saturday, December 3
Sunday, December 4
Saturday, December 10
Sunday, December 11
Saturday, December 17

Needed Now More Than Ever!
Duffle Bags or Totes
New or Slightly Used

As you know — so many youth &
young adults arrive at MCS with
all of their worldly goods in a gar-

bage bag. Some even arrive with
JUST the clothes on their backs.

FAITH UCC Young Adult & Youth Groups have
made it our mission to provide for as many as
possible, at least a - duffle bag!!

These go to MCS for their 'STREET OUT-
REACH' program for the young people who live
on the streets due to no fault of their own.
Please HELP us with this mission....

NO AMOUNT is too SMALL!! We are accept-
ing new or slightly used bags. We would love
to have a car load to deliver before Christmas.
Questions contact Ina Bingham at 725-1092 or
ina8667@aol.com.

MAY GOD CONTINUE to BLESS!!



Board of Governors Report on Survey Responses

The following are highlights of congregational responses to our survey. Basically, the Board of Gover-
nors is reporting on what 44% of Faith Church members and friends told us. The survey responses
reflect a wide diversity of opinion and viewpoints which are often polarized. While diversity can often
be beneficial, polarization challenges our ability to define and focus on our common purpose.

Survey responders:
o clearly stated a desire for improved communication and more transparency from the Board.
e expressed concern that there were not enough different people involved in leadership and pro-
gramming.
o expressed concern that people with minority viewpoints have in the past been treated unkindly
or with disrespect.

affirmed our emphasis on God, faith, and social issues as a focus of worship.

desire more year-round activities at church.

expressed a desire to simplify and make more effective our governing board.

are divided on how well individual members respond to and manage change in church tradi-

tions and programs.

« A surprising number (35%) of church responders indicated that they did not know if the church
was active in and concerned enough with missions. About the same number want more local
and UCC missions involvement.

e Only a quarter of our responders think that our Christian Education programs for adults are
meaningful and interesting. However a high number of respondents thought highly of our pro-
grams for youth and children.

o Half of respondents did not reply to questions about social action issues and whether our
church should be involved in them.

The Board of Governor's members have adopted comprehensive immediate action plans and long
term goals that address the concerns of the congregation. The Board of Governors has also adopted
immediate action plans and long term goals that relate to areas of church life that are of special con-
cern to the BOG.

We received a great deal of information from survey responders. Reminder: all survey responses
may be read by visiting the church office during office hours or by contacting M.R. Lembright, Barbara
Brownell or Mark Sulloway.

Members of the BOG ask that you come to us directly to offer your ideas, opinions and concerns so
that we can all work together to make Faith Church a community where each of us finds growth and
affirmation.

i 4 /\ Choir Practice is Got Stuff?

o held on Wednesday ) ) )
W at7:00 PM. Allare | | Faith UCC is planning an

invited to participate. all church
rummage sale for March
Invite a Friend 2012, so save all of your
great treasures for
this big event.

10




December 2011

SUNDAY

SUNDAY

SUNDAY

SUNDAY

12
13

14

15

16

17

19

21

22
23

24
25
26
28
29
30

6:30 Narcotics Anonymous

9:30 Church Women United
6:30 PM Narcotics Anonymous

1:00 PM Faith Women Christmas Tea

9:00 AM Young Adult S. S.
10:30 AM Service of Worship
Communion/Food Bank

7:00 PM Building & Grounds
7:00 PM Inlets HOA

7:00 PM Choir

6:00 PM Narcotics Anonymous
6:00 PM Narcotics Anonymous
5:00 PM Pot Luck & Cookie Swap

9:00 AM Young Adult S.S.
10:30 AM Service of Worship
Christmas Play

7:00 PM BOG
7:00 Inlets HOA Annual Mtg.

7:00 PM Choir
6:30 PM Narcotics Anonymous

12:00 PM Preschool Christmas Prog.
6:30 PM Narcotics Anonymous

6:30 PM Amplify Faith

9:00 AM Young Adult S.S.
10:30 AM Service of Worship
Dept. of Ministry

FOLLOWER deadline
7:00 PM Braden River HOA

7:00 PM Choir

6:30 PM Narcotics Anonymous
6:30 PM Narcotics Anonymous

7:00 PM Christmas Eve Service
10:30 AM Service of Worship

Office Closed

7:00 PM Choir

6:30 PM Narcotics Anonymous
6:30 PM Narcotics Anonymous

o December
Birthdays

12/4 Floy Peterson
12/9 Kaitlin Morrell
12/9 Margy Stewart
12/12 Dick Sluss
12/25 Sheryl Smith
12/25 Carole Sluss
12/26 Grace Rodgers

—l!
—
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“Jesus Didn’t Reject
People. Neither Do We.”

PRAYER TEAM

If you or someone you know is in need of
prayer call one of the following:

Betsy Biro 798-8472
Janis Groth 779-6988
Marge Hooie 747-2734
Helen Nutting 792-3124
Joan Sheehan 748-2498

Evelyn Anderson 792-6991
Mary Lou Williams 723-3332

Please advise us
e when you would like a name
. removed.

Please Contact the Church

If you, a member of your family, or someone
you know is ill or hospitalized please let the
office know, as soon as possible. A member of
Faith Church would like to make a visit to bring
God’s word of comfort. The church office
telephone number is 746-8890 or email at
faithchurchucc@verizon.net.




