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ñOur mission is to affirm  all people as we grow together in the light  and love  of Christ.ò  

Rev. Fred F. Rhines, Interim Pastor 

Mardi Gras Pancake Supper  
February 16, 2010  

6:00 PM 
Join us for a wonderful pancake supper. The cost is $3 
per person or $10  for a family.  Reservations  requested 
by February  14.  Please plan to attend this fun event. 
 

Ash Wednesday Service  
February 17, 2010  

7:00 PM 

From Your Search Committee 
 
It's hard to put into words the overwhelming gratitude that we on 

the  search committee are feeling right now. We'll just say THANK YOU 

to every one of you who dug deep into your hearts (and pockets) to keep 

our church alive. We can now honor the commitment we made when 

we wrote our search profile. Your contributions are a vote of confidence 

in our judgment and ability to find the full-time pastor we need to help us 

grow and prosper. All of us on the committee feel the weight of the re-

sponsibility you have given us. As we continue the process, your support 

and prayers will help us find the person we are all seeking. Faith United 

Church of Christ is truly committed to excellence, and we are striving to 

honor that commitment. Thank you! 

Movie & Dessert  hosted by Faithôs Youth 

February 13, 2010  ð  7:00 PM  ð   Childcare provided 

The Movie ñThe Proposalò 

Donations Accepted 
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Interim Pastor 

The Rev. Frederick F. Rhines 

Director of Music 

Marilyn Spencer 

Secretary 

Judy Wetter 

Office Hours 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM  
746-8890 

Fax 746-0670 

Faith UCC Email: 

 faithchurchucc@verizon.net 

Faith Website:  

faithchurchucc.com 

February 7, 2010 

Message:  The Rev. Frederick F. Rhines 

Flowers: Ina Bingham in celebration of her sonôs 

7th year cancer free 

Greeters: Janis Groth 

Guest Book: Available 

Hospitality: Available 

Scripture: Janis Groth 

Usher:  Marjorie Steele & Marge Hooie 

February 14, 2010 

Message: The Rev. Frederick F. Rhines 

Flowers: Pat Osborne & Berneta Harper in 

memory of loved ones 

Greeter: Joan & Bob Schiller 

Guest Book:  Available 

Hospitality: Carol Knight & Scott Duncan 

Scripture:  Jane Parker 

Ushers: Jack Williams & Lowell Peterson 

February 21, 2010 

Message: The Rev. Frederick F. Rhines 

Flowers:  Jerry & Sheryl Smith in celebration of 

her sistersô birthdays 

Greeter: Linda & Alexis Theiss 

Guest Book:  Available 

Hospitality: Harry & Evelyn Anderson 

Scripture:  John Potts 

Ushers: Jack Williams  

February 28, 2009 

Message: The Rev. Frederick F. Rhines 

Flowers: Available 

Greeter: Lowell Peterson 

Guest Book: Available 

Hospitality: Available 

Scripture:  Joan Sheehan 

Ushers: Jack Williams 
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If  you, a member of your family, or 

someone you know is ill or hospitalized 

please let the office know, as soon as possible. a 

member of Faith Church would like to make a 

visit to bring Godôs word of comfort.  The 

church office telephone number is 746-8890 or 

email at faithchurchucc@verizon.net. 

President, John Wentz 758-6575 

1st. Vice President, M.R. Lembright 776-9004  

2nd Vice President,  Fred Damianos 747-3182  

Vice President,  Joan Beach 722-4421 

Vice President, Scott Duncan 798-3940 

Secretary, Kaye McGregor  351-9414 

Treasurer, Peggy Shanbarker 758-1247 

Financial Secretary, Marge Hooie 747-2734 

Build. & Grounds, John Wentz 758-6575 

Christian Ed,  Debra Barnard 745-2488 

Dept. of Ministry, Doreen Tomasulo 729-1438 

Endowment, John Potts  756-2716 

Stewardship, Mark Sulloway 350-3355 

Social Action & Mission, Kim Jackson 708-7063 

2009 Board of Governors 

Youth Valentine Sale  
Orders will be taken  

The Valentines will be delivered at 
church on February 14.   

See any youth for details.  



Having just finished my write up for the 2009 Annual Report, I have many thoughts about the ñold yearò just closed and 

the ñnew yearò we have just entered. My first one would be to be sure to attend our Annual Meeting on Sunday, January 

31 directly after worship.  Everyoneôs vision, voice and vote is needed for us to move forward as a healthy church. 
 
I was particularly pleased with our two after-church discussion sessions this month covering the strengths and weak-

nesses of Faith Church as many of you saw them.  Attendance was very good, thoughts and ideas honest and numerous 

and our understanding of one another enhanced.  We can do more of this while I am still here with you if it would be 

helpful. 
 
This current church season of the Epiphany is proving to be as busy at Faith UCC as the Advent-Christmas season just 

passed.  Epiphany is the season of lightðthe recognition of Christ as the object of our worship.  It continues as we talk 

of the disciple Peter and how he worshipped Christ.  January 31 will be a youth-led worship prior to the Annual Meeting.  

In early February we will address our membership in Christôs family and the Transfiguration.  The season ends with our 

Fat Tuesday pancake supper on February 16. 
 
The next day, of course, is Ash Wednesday with the beginning of Lent and our service at 7:00 PM.  This carries us 

through to Easter Sunday on April 4.  We would like to schedule a Lenten supper-program series, possibly once-a-week 

as we have done in the past.  Can we do this and can you help with it?  Please see me or a member of the Department of 

Ministry.  As of now I would anticipate being with you through Easter Sunday.  But, of course, we cannot know for sure.  

The Search Committeeôs progress in finding a new settled pastor and their negotiated start-date will determine the end 

point of my interim ministry with you. 
 
Iôll end with the words of poet, Robert Browning, as printed in a minister-friendôs church newsletter: 

The year is closed, the record made, 

The last deed done, the last word said. 

The memory alone remains 

Of all its joys, its griefôs, its gains 

And now with purpose full and clear, 

We turn to meet another year. 
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Okay, Faith UCC members and friends let us all wave good bye to 2009. I think it would be safe to say it was the year of 

change for our church. We can also say it was a year of stress and adversity. Please read my Presidentôs Report of 2009 

in the Annual Report. I went into the details, spelling out the changes for last year. 
 
I just want to thank everyone for staying with Faith UCC through all the changes and providing support through prayers 

and dedication. Looking back, we grew stronger and are facing 2010 with a balanced budget that supports a full time 

Pastor; we are paying back our loan to the Building Fund, and we have a pretty full slate of officers for next year. We 

have new energized faces on some of our Departments to compliment the seasoned members. I predict that 2010 will be 

the year for growth. I think we all have a story to tell about why we love Faith Church to share with anyone in need of a 

church. 
 
Please plan to attend the Annual meeting on January 31, 2010 and letôs pack the church with members and friends and 

start the New Year with enthusiasm and a positive mind set. 
 
Keep Praying, 

John Wentz, President of the Board of Governors 

Shalom, 
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FAITH UCC  

MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS  

JANUARY 11, 2010 
 
Present: Pastor Fred Rhines, M .R. Lembright, Kaye McGregor, Marge Hooie,  Mark Sulloway, John Wentz, Joan 

Beach, Scott Duncan, Peggy Shanbarker, Judy Wetter, Janis Groth, Debra Barnard and Bruce Covey. 

The meeting was opened at 7:00 P.M. with a prayer by Pastor Fred . 

The Minutes for December 14, 2009 meeting were approved. 

Financial Secretary Report-Marge said that $463 was collected so far in January for Per Capita. Pledges to date 

are $124,172 with 66 pledging units. Of these units 36 are raised, 7 are down, 10 stayed the same, 13 are new and 

4 pledges have left. 

The Treasurerôs Report was reviewed and approved. Peggy said we have $15,000 in the operating fund. It was 

moved and supported that Peggy and Marge would decide when and how much to pay back the building fund. The 

books will be audited before the new board takes over in February. 

 Old Business: The Guidelines for Volunteers and Staff documents will be reviewed in February after getting 

feedback from the C. E. Dept. and before the next meeting. The proposed budget from the Stewardship Dept. ap-

proved. Materials for ONA have been ordered. 

New Business: Judy asked if the board would like information on the cost of giving visitors a mug with the Faith 

logo instead of the popcorn buckets we now give. The mug, with our name, would be something visitors could 

keep.  Judy will gather more information and report at the February meeting. The board reviewed the slate of offi-

cers and vacancies for the 2010 year. Department and committee reports must be to Judy by January 13 for the 

Annual Report. 

Church Secretary Report: Judy reminded everyone to please turn off the lights and fans before they lock the 

building and turn on the alarm. Judy also gets a copy of each committeeôs minutes. She invited everyone to check 

out our website and see the new photo album. 

Committee Reports- 
Ministry -Bruce said the Chili Cook Off will be on January 16.  Fat Tuesday celebration will be on February 16 

and Ash Wednesday service on February 17. The committee will be looking into having a wider variety of music 

in the Sunday service. 

Christian Education:  Supplies have been purchased with funds from Faith Women. Upcoming events include: 

Youth Led service on January 31, Souper Bowl on February 7, Movie and Desert on February 13 and the 30 Hour 

Famine on April 23 and 24. 

SAM- There will be no habitat in January. Blanket Sunday is February 21. 

Stewardship: Mark and Pete Groth attended the Church Vitality Faith Learning event in North Port on January 9. 

Faith Women: The Search Committee and C.E. have both been given $500.  Donations of $50 each were also 

made to Manatee Childrenôs Services, Family Partnership, Echo and Church Women United. 

Pastorôs Report: Pastor Fred was pleased with the attendance at the meeting after church on January 10. He is 

making plans for Easter and there will be further discussion on the Lenten Dinners. 
 
The Agenda for the Annual meeting was discussed. 
 
The meeting closed at 9:20 p.m. with a prayer by John Wentz. 
 
The next regular meeting will be on February 8, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

Kaye McGregor 

Dinner Out ð Dessert In  
 

Friday, February 5 at 6:00 PM 
Dinner at  Stonewood Grill 
5415 University Parkway 

Dessert at Pete and Janis Grothôs 
711 Planters Manor Way 

For information call Floy Peterson at 741-
9715. Sign-up on the narthex bulletin board. 

Church Women United 

Human Right Day Celebration 
 
Church Women United of Manatee will meet on 

Friday, February 5, 2010, for Human Rights Day 

Celebration at the Longboat Island Chapel, 6200 

Gulf of Mexico Drive, Longboat Key, FL.  For 

more information check the narthex bulletin 

board. 



News & Notesééé.  

Faith UCC Food Bank  
 

Next collection day 
Sunday, February 7 

If you or someone you know is in need of prayer 

call one of the following:   
   

 Doreen Tomasulo 729-1438 

 Janis Groth   779-6988 

 Betsy Biro  798-8472 

 Marge Hooie  747-2734 

 Sheryl Smith  776-5589 

 Helen Nutting  792-3124 
 
Members of the Prayer Group are 

anxious to keep the prayer list 

current.  We need your cooperation. 

At the beginning of each month the 

list will be revised and names 

removed unless the prayer group is notified 

otherwise. 
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ITõS CARNIVAL TIME AGAIN! 
 

Faith Preschool has started preparing for 

itõs 10th Annual Kidõs Carnival!  Mark 

your calendars NOW to join us on Sat-

urday, March 13th from 10:00 AM - 

2:00 PM.  This is a wonderful day of 

good food, game booths for the children and a 

Silent Auction.   
 
We are looking for items to be placed in our 

Silent Auction.  Can you or someone you know 

donate goods or services from their business 

to be placed in the Silent Auction? Do you 

know someone in the food industry that may be 

able to donate food or drink items for this 

event?  Any help, no matter how big or small, is 

greatly appreciated!  Thank you.  
 
Wendi Steinbach, Director  

FLOWER CHART  
The 2010 flower chart is on the bulletin board in 

the narthex.  The flowers are ordered by the office 

from Evergreen Florist at a cost of $20.  If you 

would like to reserve a special date, write your 

name in the appropriate space on the calendar or 

call the church office at 746-8890. 

Faith Women 

General Meeting 

February 13, 2010 

12:00 PM 



 1 7:00 Building & rounds 

 3 7:00 Choir 

 5 9:30 Church Women United 

6:00 Dinner Out-Dessert In 

 6 5:00 Deaf Club 

SUNDAY 7 Communion/Food Bank 

Souper Bowl Sunday 

Youth Group 

 8 7:00 Board of Governors 

7:00 Search Committee 

 10 7:00 Choir 

 12 Dinner & Dessert 

 13 12:00 Faith Women Luncheon 

7:00 Movie & Dessert 

SUNDAY 14 Happy Valentineôs Day 

Youth Group 

 15 FOLLOWER deadline 

7:00 Search Committee 

7:00 Braden River HOA 

 16 6:00 Mardi Gras & Pancake 

Supper 

 17 7:00 Ash Wednesday Service 

 18 11:30 Prayer Team 

SUNDAY 21 Tools of Hope & Blanket 

Sunday 

12:00 Youth Group 

 22 7:00 Search Committee 

7:00 Inlets HOA 

 24 7:00 Choir 

 25  Lenten Dinner (Possible) 

 26 FOLLOWER emailed 

SUNDAY 28 FOLLOWER available  

Youth Group 
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2/1 Richard Nutting 

2/2 John Uher 

2/3 Jack Williams 

2/8 Gayle Covey 

2/10 Joan Greco 

2/15 Ruth Linsley 

2/17 Audrey Lamont 

2/10  Peggy Shanbarker 

2/20 Doreen Tomasulo 

2/25 Carol Knight 

Tools of Hope and Blanket Sunday 

February 21, 2010 
 

If you can imagine, millions of people live with-

out a blanket.  Itôs hard in the world we live in to 

even conceive it. Church World Service is the re-

lief, development, and refugee assistance ministry 

of 35 Protestant, Orthodox and Anglican denomi-

nations and communions.  The Blanket program 

has been expanded to include tools of all kinds for 

people in need in more than 80 countries. 
 
Through our gifts, tools of hope are being pro-

vided to help others in need around the world and 

in the United States.  Including everything from 

blankets to water pumps, hoes to fishing nets, 

tents to sewing machines, trowels to wells, educa-

tion to a small enterprise loan ï tools that em-

power people and bring a better tomorrow. 
 
Your donations will: 

¶ Wrap a refugee child in a warm blanket; 

¶ Provide a hoe, shovel & rake for a family; 

¶ Buy a wire chicken coop and a batch of chicks 

for a womanôs cooperative; and 

¶ shelter disaster victims in family-sized tents. 
 
Priceless, your gift can help Church World Ser-

vice work in partnership with more than 80 coun-

tries. 
 
Please enter ñBlanket Sundayò on the memo line 

of your check and your envelope number. 

Please Give Generously  


