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ñOur mission is to affirm  all people as we grow together in the light  and love  of Christ.ò  
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F aith Women have donated to several local missions this year and 
received their gracious thanks. Those organizations are: 
¶ Adopt-A-Family( Christmas presents for needy kids),  
¶ Family Partnership Center, (parenting education for at-risk families), 
¶ Manatee Children's Services (child abuse prevention) 
¶ ECHO (provides seed packets to third world countries),  
¶ HOPE Family Services (Domestic Violence shelter),  
¶ Women's Resource Center,  
¶ Our Daily Bread, (food for local food kitchens)   
¶ Church Women United.  
Money raised by Faith Women also is used to support our church youth 
and other church activities. Your support of Faith Women's fundraising 
activities is needed and appreciated! 

Dear Members and Friends, 
 
All of you remember at the beginning of the year how we celebrated that 
we had a balanced budget and therefore we knew we could afford a full-
time settled Pastor. That was the good news. 
  
Since then we have had a shortfall on the projected budget that was sup-
ported by your 2010 pledges. The Board of Governors has had to cash 
out a CD to meet our expenses. That is the bad news. 
  
Your BOG is on top of this and will do a full analysis to see if this is a one 
month "blip," or if it is a trend that we need to take corrective action to 
change.  
  
You will be kept fully informed and we will all need to work together to get 
back on track like we were when we were celebrating having pledges to 
sustain a balanced budget. 
  
We have scheduled a quarterly informational meeting Sunday, July 18th 
to discuss our finances and other issues.  
  
From your BOG, 
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July 4, 2010 

Message:  The Rev. Len West 

Flowers: Laura Johnson in honor of family veterans, 

Samuel Goss, WWI, William Goss, POW WWII, 

Scott Goss, Vietnam, Nick LeBlank, Iraq and to 

friends Bernie and Johnny who were lost in 

Vietnam.  

Greeters: Laura Johnson 

Guest Book: Betsy Biro 

Hospitality: Mary Lou Williams 

Scripture: Joan Beach 

Usher:  Marge Hooie & Marjorie Steele 
 

July 11, 2010 

Message: The Rev. Len West 

Flowers: John & Cindy Uher in celebration of their 

28th anniversary   

Greeter: Laura Johnson 

Guest Book:  Betsy Biro 

Scripture:  Joan Sheehan 

Ushers: Marge Hooie & Joan Beach 
 

July 18, 2010 

Message: The Rev. Len West 

Flowers:  Joan Beach in memory of John Strickland. 

Greeter: Margy Stewart 

Guest Book:  Grace Rodgers 

Hospitality: Available 

Scripture:  Mark Sulloway 

Ushers: Eleonore Sulloway & Joan Schiller 
 

July 25, 2010 

Message: The Rev. Len West 

Flowers: Joan Greco in memory of John Greco 

Greeter: Margy Stewart 

Guest Book: Grace Rodgers 

Hospitality: Available 

Scripture:  Marge Hooie 

Ushers: Joan Beach & Marge Hooie 

 

Faith UCC Food Bank  
 

Next collection day 
Sunday, July 4 
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I f you, a member of your family, or someone 

you know is ill or hospitalized please let the 

office know, as soon as possible. a member of 

Faith Church would like to make a visit to bring 

Godôs word of comfort.  The church office 

telephone number is 746-8890 or email at 

faithchurchucc@verizon.net. 

President , Mark Sulloway  350-3355 
1st. Vice President, M.R. Lembright  776-9004 
Vice President , Joan Beach  722-4421 
Vice President, Janis Groth  779-6988 
Vice President, Fred Damianos 747-3182  
Secretary, Kaye McGregor, 776-2796 
Treasurer,  Peggy Shanbarker, 758-1247 
Financial Secretary, Marge Hooie  747-2734 
Building & Grounds, John Wentz  785-6575 
Christian Education, Debra Barnard 545-8689 
Department of Congregational Involvement 
Carol Knight  776-1032 &  M.R. Lembright  776-9004 
Department of Ministry, Bruce Covey  741-8566 
Endowment, Pete Groth  779-6988 
Stewardship, Mark Sulloway  350-3355 
Social Action & Mission, Barbara Brownell  747-9643 

2010 Board of Governors  



Dear People of God,  
 I woke up a few days ago with a strong sense of the presence of my Mom and Dadéit happens 
from time to time.  This time the experience made me think of the warm and wonderful little movie based 
on a novel by John Nicols called The Milagro Beanfield War.  In sum, it tells of the battle between a 
young Hispanic man and a large corporation thatôs trying to take over his village and the nearby farms to 
create an enormous recreational area.  In the beginning, the young man is almost alone in the fight.  
Family and friends are both seduced and intimidated by the conglomerate.  The young manôs name is 
Joe, and the only people on Joeôs side at the start of his quixotic encounter are one activist woman and 
one nearly senile, very old man.  
 The old man is perhaps most memorable.  He is at once weird and endearing.  One afternoon he 
says to Joe, ñI talked to your father this morning.ò  Joe looks thunderstruck and says, ñMy fatherôs been 
dead for eight years.ò  The old man just nods and says, ñYes, I know.ò  Curiously, the old man had talked 
to Joeôs father.  Fact is, he sees and talks to him all the time.  They argue and plot just as they had when 
both were young.  The old man also lights candles and talks to saints and angels.  
Strangely and wonderfully, Joeôs supposedly dead father, and those other saints and angels, helped in 
the beanfield war.  Odd things happened to frustrate the conglomerate and change the direction of 
events and even to change the minds of people.  And at the end, there is this huge fiesta to celebrate the 
triumph of the Hispanic David over the corporate Goliath.  The downcast community sprang to life.  Peo-
ple were energized.  Relationships were healed.  And in the last scene, the senile old man danced off 
into the sunset, into forever, with his eight-year-dead friend. 
 
 Just a movie?  A fantasy?  I donôt think so.  My friends, there is very little that separates us from 
the eternal.  A thin veil, a gossamer wing, a babyôs breath.  I am convinced there are finer aspects of real-
ity that we bypass in our focus on technology and scientific verification.  So we miss things. The Apostle 
Paul called the phenomenon ñthe great cloud of witnesses,ò who surround us, watch over us, walk with 
us, help with our struggles.  We could call them Godôs ambassadors, invisible companions, imaginary 
friends (my daughters had these).  Holiness, power, forces at workéyou pick.  
The Spaniards called the harshest basin of the American desert, ñThe Palm of Godôs Hand.ò  Whatever 
our circumstances, whatever harsh place we are in or that is in us, are we not all thereéin the palm of 
Godôs hand?  We are surrounded by grace, saints and angels, just a breath from the Eternal who has his 
arms around us.  
 And what makes the difference is our daring to call those angels, those spirits and that Holy Spirit 
more vigorously.  What makes the difference is our linking to those forces and finding peace that the 
world cannot give or take away but which we can share with it and each other.  
Paz,    

 

 
 
 

3 

A Very Thin Veil  
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P astor Len invites you to come and meet 
with him to share your hopes, visions and 
dreams for Faith United Church of Christ.   

Available dates are:   

June 29 thru July 2  
9:30ð9:55 AM 
10:00ð10:25 AM 
10:30ð10:55 AM 
11:00ð11:25 AM 
July 6 thru July 9  
9:30ð9:55 AM 
10:00ð10:25 AM 
10:30ð10:55 AM 
11:00ð11:25 AM  
July 13 thru July 16  
9:30ð9:55 AM 
10:00ð10:25 AM 
10:30ð10:55 AM 
11:00ð11:25 AM  

July 20 thru July 23  
9:30ð9:55 AM 
10:00ð10:25 AM 
10:30ð10:55 AM 
11:00ð11:25 AM  
July 27 thru July 30  
9:30ð9:55 AM 
10:00ð10:25 AM 
10:30ð10:55 AM 
11:00ð11:25 AM 
 
Please contact the 
church office for a time or 
sign up on Sunday morn-
ing in the narthex. 

Take the Plunge  
 

Donôt wait for an invitation to get 
involved. Do you have an interest 
in  joining one of the committees or 
helping out on a Sunday morning? 
We would love to have you partici-
pate more. So, this summer, take the plunge 
and volunteer. Please talk with MR Lembright, 
Mark Sulloway or any of the church leaders 
about sharing your unique talents and inter-
ests.  
 
This message brought to you by the Depart-
ment of Congregational Involvement 

SRYE ï NEW ORLEANS  
WHAT AN EXPERIENCE  

WHAT AN OPPORTUNITY 
 
Kaitlin:  My few days in New Or-
leans gave me so much to come 
back with.  I saw some of the 
damage that Katrina did.  Got a 
taste of the amazing culture New 
Orleans has of itôs own. I met 

amazing people from not only part of our churches, 
but also Native New Orleanians.  I got to explore the 
French Quarter and see a lot of special places.  I got 
to help out the community by cleaning up a cemetery.  
I learned that no matter what happens if you are 
strong and stick with it you will survive! I got a great 
impact from this trip and I hope I had at least a tiny 
impact too.  I canôt wait to go back one day. :) 
 
Erica: I had a very great experi-
ence in New Orleans.  Going 
around and looking at all of the 
houses hit by Katrina made me 
realize how bad a hurricane it 
really was.  I enjoyed helping 
clean up the cemetery because I 
knew that people were looking down on us, appreciat-
ing what we did for them.  I know that I made an im-
pact on New Orleans and going on the trip made an 
impact on me.  I hope to visit New Orleans again. 
 
Michelle: SRYE was an amazing opportunity in my 
life.  I learned so much about people and met many 
different people that turned out to be great friends.  
The classes I took were very educational in life les-
sons and I hope to take the information with me for 
the rest of my life.  I hope that I can go on in life re-
membering how great a time I had there.  
 
Aaron:  SRYE meant a lot to me.  One of the best 
things about it was meeting all of the wonderful peo-
ple there.  I must say that I feel I grew a lot over the 
weekend. 
 
Schuyler ñSkyeò: During my trip to Louisiana I met a 

lot of very awesome people.  
Over all I had a great time and I 
learned a lot about myself and 
communicating with others.  I 
learned that the world doesnôt 
evolve around me and if I need 
help all I have to do is ask for it.  

During my stay I had a great time interacting with the 
other youth there and with the youth from my own 
church.  I am glad that I was able to go and I appreci-
ate everyone for accepting me into the church.   
Love Skye 

Youth Sponsored Fatherôs Day 
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FAITH UCC MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS          
June 8, 2010 

 

Present: Pastor Len West, Marge Hooie , MR Lembright, Mark Sulloway, John Wentz, Joan Beach, Peggy 

Shanbarker, Bruce Covey, Debra Barnard, Fred Damianos and Kaye McGregor. 

The meeting was opened at 7:10 p.m with a prayer by Pastor Len. 

The Minutes for May 10, 2010  meeting were approved. 

Financial Secretary Report: Marge said that $6307 was collected the first 2 weeks of June for the operating 

fund. In the same period $1180 was collected for the building fund. An additional $2629.04 is needed for the 

June mortgage. 

The Treasurerôs Report for May was reviewed and approved. Due to a shortfall for the operating fund in May, 

a $10,000 CD will be cashed. It was moved an approved that the remaining money from the CD will go into 

the operating fund and be used for the building fund if needed. The list of church activities scheduled for June 

and July were reviewed along with who would be in charge of coordinating the event. Department of Ministry 

and Christian Education are planning a picnic for Saturday, July 10. 

 Old Business: Mark thanked everyone for turning in a short explanation of their duties. Members were re-

minded to turn in their Volunteer Profiles. 

New Business: John Wentz reported that the widening of SR 64 would have no impact on the church property 

as additional lanes will be added to the median, not the sides of the road. MR Lembright submitted a draft on 

hurricane preparation for the church. Committees were asked to discuss the report and how best to implement 

it. The next Quarterly Congregation Meeting will be July 18, after the worship service. 

Pastors Report: Pastor Len would like everyone to be involved in Vacation Bible School on July 22-24. He 

would like to see it be a whole church event. We need to improve the visibility and publicity of the church. 

Meetings will continue with members so he can hear everyoneôs dreams and aspirations for the church.  A sec-

ond worship service, to begin at 9:00 a.m., will start on the third Sunday of each month on August 15. More 

information will follow. 

Church Secretary Report: Judy was on vacation but it was reported we had collected $300 last month from 

Tip Top Trees.   

Committee Reports 
Ministry : Pastoral Relations Committee will meet in the fall as some members are gone for the summer. Mary 

Lou Williams is looking into having church note cards reprinted to sell to church members. 

Christian Education:  There was lots of positive feedback from the youth led service on May 30.   Five youth 

and two adults recently attended the SE Regional Youth Event in New Orleans. The Rent-a-Teen program will 

be available this summer. Vacation Bible School will be July 22-24. 

SAM: Marge Hooie reported that $170.35 was collected for Strengthen the Church, $230 for OCWM, $100 for 

the contingency fund (church roof), $15 for the food bank, $100 for the youth group, $200 for the youth Re-

gional Event and $165 for Ruth Linsley Memorial. Her family asked that it be donated to the Building Fund. 

Stewardship: Will be getting updates for the Congregation Meeting on July 18. 

Buildings and Grounds: Will be adding shelves to the food storage area. Plans are being made for a work day 

to ñraise the canopyò to make the church more visible from SR 64. 

Faith Women: Plans are being made for an all church auction in February or March. 

Congregational Involvement: MR said only 20 people turned in the Volunteer Profile sheets. A leadership 

retreat is being planned for Board of Governors members, all committee members and staff in the fall. Tip of 

the month: Think about thanking someone who you normally wouldnôt think of thanking. 

ONA: The booklet continues to be read and passed.      

 

The meeting closed at 9:40 p.m. with a prayer by Pastor Len. 

The next regular meeting will be on Tuesday, July 13, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Kaye McGregor 



News & Notesééé.  

If you or someone you know is in need of prayer call 

one of the following:   
   

 Betsy Biro  798-8472 

 Janis Groth   779-6988 

 Marge Hooie  747-2734 

 Helen Nutting  792-3124 

 Joan Sheehan  748-2498 
       

 

Members of the Prayer Group are 

anxious to keep the prayer list current.  

Please advise us when you would like 

a name removed.  
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Food Pantry  
 

Do you know that Faith has sup-
plied a box of food and a small 
gift certificate to Publix eight times 

in 2010?  S.A.M. (Social Action and Mission) 
hopes to continue this practice each month 
for the entire year.  We need your help!  
Please continue to support our food pantry.  
Monetary donations are always welcome. 
 

Suggested items might include:   
Hearty soup, canned vegetables and fruit,  
cereal, paper products, laundry 

products, hand soap, shampoo, etc. 

  

Vacation Bible School  
 

July 22, 23  5:30 - 8:00  ��  July 24 9:00  - 1:00 
 

 

BRICK SHOP ��  HEIROGLYPHICS SHOP ��  EMBALMER'S SHOP  
BASKETWEAVING SHOP   

 JEWELRY SHOP ��  PYRAMID SHOP ��  PHOTO SHOP  
   SALON/BARBER SHOP   

                      DREAM SHOP ��  TOY SHOP ��  FINISHING SHOP 
 

We will be:  
making mud bricks �� amulets ��  Egyptian mummyôs ��  weaving baskets �� designing Egyptian collars 
& cuffs ��  making and building a pyramid ��   taking photos and framing them ��  making headbands ��
writing dream journals ��  making toys and moreé 
 
We will learn about Joseph's Journey from Prison to the Palace..  
 
We will learn about God , about being truthful, about how God  gives us hope, special 
abilities, wisdom, forgiveness, family, about God  sightings and more. We will be learn-
ing about being different Egyptian families.  We will learn about their food, clothing, and 
the way that they lived. We will shop in Egyptian markets.  We will make friends, share, 
and laugh and make memories.  So, please come, bring a sister, brother, relative and or 
friendé 
 

Volunteers are still needed.  


