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June 2010 

 
ñOur mission is to affirm  all people as we grow together in the light  and love  of Christ.ò  

Rev. Len West 

W e  are updating our  
data base with new 

volunteer information.  If you 
are a member or a visitor 
please take a moment and fill 
out the form on page 8.  After 
you have completed the form 
please drop it in the box in 
the narthex, fax it to the 
church at 941-746-00670, or 
mail it to the church (4850 SR 
64 E) or email it faithchur-
chucc@verizon.net.   

Food Pantry  
 

Do you know that Faith 
has supplied a box of 
food and a small gift cer-

tificate to Publix eight times in 
2010?  S.A.M. (Social Action and 
Mission) hopes to continue this 
practice each month for the entire 
year.  We need your help!  Please 
continue to support our food pan-
try.  Monetary donations are al-
ways welcome. 
 
Suggested items might include:   

Hearty soup, canned 
vegetables and fruit,  

cereal, paper products, 
laundry products, hand 

soap, shampoo, etc. 

 Happy Fatherõs Day 

June 20, 2010 

Faith UCC VBS  
 
ñEgypt - Josephôs Journey from 

Prison to Palaceò 
 

Thursday & Friday  
July 22 & 23 - 5:30 - 8:00 PM 

Saturday  
July 24 - 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM 

Followed by a cookout with families 
 

Volunteers are needed to help make this a fun filled VBS, please 
contact Debra Barnard at 776-2488. 
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June 6, 2010 

Message:  The Rev. Len West 

Flowers: M.R. Lembright in memory of 

Emerson & Eli Elieff 

Greeters: Hatti & Fred Damianos 

Guest Book: M. R. Lembright 

Hospitality: Kaye McGregor 

Scripture: Mark Sulloway 

Usher:  Eleonore Sulloway & Marjorie Steele 

June 13, 2010 

Message: The Rev. Len West 

Flowers: Jack & Mary Lou Williams  

Greeter: Hatti & Fred Damianos 

Guest Book:  M. R. Lembright 

Hospitality: Jack & Mary Lou Williams 

Scripture:  John Potts 

Ushers: Jack Williams & John Potts 

June 20, 2010 

Message: The Rev. Len West 

Flowers:  Mark & Eleonore Sulloway in memory 

of loved ones. 

Greeter: Hatti & Fred Damianos 

Guest Book:  Linda & Alexis Theiss 

Hospitality: Dept. of Ministry 

Scripture:  M. R. Lembright 

Ushers: John Potts & Barry Stipp 

June 27, 2010 

Message: The Rev. Len West 

Flowers: John & Nancy Potts 

Greeter: Hatti & Fred Damianos 

Guest Book: Linda & Alexis Theiss 

Hospitality: Eleonore Sulloway 

Scripture:  Joan Sheehan 

Ushers: John Potts & Barry Stipp 

 

Faith UCC Food Bank  
 

Next collection day 
Sunday, June 6 

If  you, a member of your family, or 

someone you know is ill or hospitalized 

please let the office know, as soon as possible. a 

member of Faith Church would like to make a 

visit to bring Godôs word of comfort.  The 

church office telephone number is 746-8890 or 

email at faithchurchucc@verizon.net. 

President , Mark Sulloway  350-3355 
1st. Vice President, M.R. Lembright  776-9004 
Vice President , Joan Beach  722-4421 
Vice President, Janis Groth  779-6988 
Vice President, Fred Damianos 747-3182  
Secretary, Kaye McGregor, 776-2796 
Treasurer,  Peggy Shanbarker, 758-1247 
Financial Secretary, Marge Hooie  747-2734 
Building & Grounds, John Wentz  785-6575 
Christian Education, Debra Barnard 745-2488 
Department of Congregational Involvement 
Carol Knight  776-1032 &  M.R. Lembright  776-9004 
Department of Ministry, Bruce Covey  741-8566 
Endowment, Pete Groth  779-6988 
Stewardship, Mark Sulloway  350-3355 
Social Action & Mission, Barbara Brownell  747-9643 

2010 Board of Governors 



 
Dear People of God, 
 
ñSummertimeé and the living is easyòé maybe Gershwin was right and maybe not.   He would 
have been just as right if he had sung ñsummertime and the living is exposedò - and living exposed 
ainôt exactly easy. 
 
Although it is not quite official, we all know it is out there lurking.  There is fun and frustration about 
our  living as Summer comes to claim us and they are both obvious.  Itôs fun to open windows and 
catch rays and zephyrs.  Itôs also kinda cool to make more of less clothing.  But without the protec-
tion and privacy of more threads, something else also happens.  Our flaws emerge.  Everyone can 
see a scar here, a zit there and horror of horrors, the bulging of our bathing suits. 
 
Yet maybe living could be fuller and richer, if not easy, were we to get real about a few things.  Like 
accepting our humanity and the particular form it takes in each of us.  Jesus must have had hot 
weather in his mind when he said ñnothing is covered up that will not be revealed or hidden that will 
not be known.  Therefore whatever you have said in the dark will be heard in the light and what you 
have whispered in private rooms shall be proclaimed from the housetopsò (Luke 12:2ff)  Sounds a bit 
scary doesnôt it?  It seems full of potential for embarrassment if not punishment. 
 
But Jesus goes on to clear things upé.a little.  He says not to fear those who can kill the body (even 
with a snicker or a leer.)   Appearances are not the problem.  Rather, he says fear those who have 
the power to cast you into hell.  And who has that power?  My suspicion is that it is anyone who con-
vinces you that anything can separate you from God.  The fact is no one has the power to persuade 
you of thaté but you.  Because you are one of the ones to whom Jesus was referring when he 
made his point about proclaiming from the housetops in the backyards or seashore ñwhy even the 
hairs on your head are numberedé. ( and in my case becoming increasingly easy to count.)  Fear 
not, you are of more value than many sparrowsò - not one of which is forgotten by God.  Now thatôs 
something to sing about, shout about and expose. 
 
My time so far in this sea of wonder called Faith UCC has been quite delightfulé..  something even 
to shout and sing about openly.  I have an open and growing list of dreams for our church and donôt 
plan on keeping them covered up.  My list undoubtedly overlaps some of the thoughts and fantasies 
you and I share for our congregation. 
 
So for the purpose of exposing our collective hopes, Judy and I have organized a schedule of times 
for you and I to meet individually.  There will be a sign-up chart positioned in the narthex waiting for 
you to pick a time when we can chat about how we love this church and what our vision for its future 
looks like.  There are both day and evening appointments of about a half hour in length. 
 
Iôd like this summer of 2010 to be one in which we let our living be easy and  exposed.  And even if 
that is difficult, it is still rich and worthwhile.  Let me crank the metaphor machine one more time and 
say, alrighté..everybody into bathing suits and out the door.  Letôs go swimming together in the 
ocean of grace. 
 
Exposedly,   

 

 

 



 

 

Guitar and Drums 

Summer Choir is Forming! 
 

Come and bring your ideas and sing 
with us -we will choose our own music!! 
 

 Write Your Own Music 

Contemporary 

Old Revival Hymns 

Praise Music 

Write Your Own Music 

Quartets and Trios No Robes 

SYRE (Youth Conference)  
June 10 -13, 2010 

Dillard University  New Orleans   
This is unbelievable! What we will be  

experiencingé.. 
 

We are invited to not just attend, but to  
CREATE a SKIT, DANCE, SONG, SERMON, 
READING or WHATEVER MOVES US and 

they will MAKE a SPACE of WORSHIP during 
the EVENT for us to do soé 

 
We decide which we feel that we are called to:  

TEARING DOWN INEQUALITY or  
BUILDING UP HOPE!!! 

  
MISSION PROJECT  

UCC DISASTER RESPONSE WORK GROUPS 
will, along with other groups, be working with 
community-based and ecumenical partners with 
home repair and rebuilding in cooperation with 
interfaith long-term recovery committees in the 
local communities. The UCC is actively en-
gaged in justice initiatives related to intertwined 
issues such as environment, health, education 
and the racism that runs through all these ar-
eas.  This community is still recovering from 
Hurricane Katrina of 2005. 
REBUILDING HOMES ï REBUILDING LIVES  

 
Then they offer us these: AWESOME PRO-
GRAMS.  
We get to select four.. Yes, four, not one, not 
two, but four workshopsé.  

UNDERSTANDING POVERTY / STEWARD-
SHIP of GOD / ANSWERING the CALL 

     BIBLICAL SELF- DEFENSE / HOMOPHO-
BIA / RACISM / BEING HEARD 

   SEXUAL and EMOTIONAL ETHICS  / WHEN 
DOING GOOD is NOT ENOUGH  

Isnôt this simply mind boggling??  I cannot wait 
to hear what lessons we obtain from this.  
We have not decided what we are tackling, but 
we shall and we will return with more knowl-
edge, empathy and understanding of OUR 
GOD and what he has given us, than we have 
nowé. 

What a BLESSINGé.. 

P astor Len invites you to come and meet 
with him to share your hopes, visions and 
dreams for Faith United Church of Christ.   

Available dates are:   
June 8 thru June 10  
9:30ð9:55 AM 
10:00ð10:25 AM 
10:30ð10:55 AM 
11:00ð11:25 AM   
June 8  
6:00ð6:25 PM 
6:30ð6:55 PM 
7:00ð7:25 PM 
7:30ð7:55 PM  
June 22 thru June 25  
9:30ð9:55 AM 
10:00ð10:25 AM 
10:30ð10:55 AM 
11:00ð11:25 AM  
June 22  
6:00ð6:25 PM 
6:30ð6:55 PM 
7:00ð7:25 PM 
7:30ð7:55 PM 
 
June 29 thru July 2  
9:30ð9:55 AM 
10:00ð10:25 AM 
10:30ð10:55 AM 
11:00ð11:25 AM 

July 6 thru July 9  
9:30ð9:55 AM 
10:00ð10:25 AM 
10:30ð10:55 AM 
11:00ð11:25 AM  
July 13 thru July 16  
9:30ð9:55 AM 
10:00ð10:25 AM 
10:30ð10:55 AM 
11:00ð11:25 AM  
July 20 thru July 23  
9:30ð9:55 AM 
10:00ð10:25 AM 
10:30ð10:55 AM 
11:00ð11:25 AM  
July 27 thru July 30  
9:30ð9:55 AM 
10:00ð10:25 AM 
10:30ð10:55 AM 
11:00ð11:25 AM 
 
Please contact the 
church office for a time 
or sign up on Sunday 
morning in the narthex. 



FAITH UCC 
MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS 

MAY 10, 2010 
 

Present: Pastor Len West, Carol Knight, Marge Hooie , MR Lembright, Mark Sulloway, John Wentz, Joan Beach, Peggy Shanbarker, 
Judy Wetter, Janis Groth  Bruce Covey, Pete Groth, Debra Barnard, Heather Reardon, Ina Bingham and Kaye McGregor. 
The meeting was opened at 7:05 p.m with a prayer by Pastor Len.  
The Minutes for April 12, 2010  meeting were approved. 
Financial Secretary Report:-Marge said that $650 was collected for Pastor Fred Rhines and $620 for Wes McGowanôs Memorial 
Fund. Betty McGowan has asked that the money go into the Building Fund. Marge also noted that $4323 was collected the first two 
weeks of May.  
The Treasurerôs Report was reviewed and approved. Peggy said as of May 15, there will be $4500 available in the Operating Fund. 
The list of church activities scheduled for May were reviewed along with who would be in charge of coordinating the event.   
 Old Business: It was moved and supported to make it standard operating procedure to invite members and friends who choose to 
leave Faith UCC to be invited to have a conversation with a designated representative of the Board of Governors.  The purpose of this 
interview is to express our care and concern for the person leaving as well as to ask them to share with the Board of Governors their 
reasons for leaving Faith UCC. It was learned that the cost of future repairs to the air conditioner would be $9,000 to $11,000 and we 
need to start a contingency fund. Members of the board were asked to prepare a list of their duties for next months meeting. It was  
moved and supported that the Library/Adult Sunday School room will become the Library/Choir room.  The wardrobes with the choir 
robes and files of music will be moved into this room and the choir will also use the room for practice. We will try this for a few months 
and make changes if necessary. Food bank donations will now be stored behind the altar. 
New Business: A Publicity Committee will be started to raise our church visibility on the internet and in the community. Judy has e-
mail addresses for the local newspapers and Ina will be contacting the newspaper in Lakewood Ranch.   
Pastors Report: Pastor Len said he has had a wonderful three weeks here in Florida. Some programs he would like to implement in 
the future include: a leadership retreat, adult Sunday School, class for new members, Reel Religion (movie and discussion) and mid-
week bible study-mid week recharge. Pastor Len will talk about the Florida Conference Annual Meeting on May 23 following the wor-
ship service. He did share that the conference voted to be an Open and Affirming conference.  
Church Secretary Report: Judy said Tip Top Trees will pay us $250 per month for the next four months to pay off the $1000 owed to 
us. Manatee Community Schools has taken care of the holes in the parking lot made by their busses. Photos for the new church direc-
tory will be taken January 21 and 22, 2011. Judy is looking for three volunteers to be program coordinator, hostess and layout coordi-
nator.  The air conditioner in the sanctuary continues to be left on fan and not on auto. The water was left on outside the building and 
there was a very sizeable water bill this month.   
Committee Reports- 
Ministry- Pastoral Relations Committee will be meeting soon. The department is putting together job descriptions for various tasks 
and they will be reviewed. 
Christian Education: The youth led service will be on May 30.  There will be four youth attending the SE Regional Youth Event June 
10-13 in New Orleans. Vacation Bible School will be July 22-24.  
SAM- Barb said $745 was collected for One Great Hour of Sharing for Haiti. Due to issues at the building site, there will probably not 
be a Habitat work day on May 29.  The Department will be in charge of the food bank. Please let Barb know if you have an interest in 
a new mission project. 
Stewardship: Mark said that there have been 31 pledges totaling $36,395 for the Building Fund.  There will be another campaign in 
the Fall.   
Buildings and Grounds: Some routine maintenance has been completed and the next project is the fire ants. The committee learned 
that damage to the parking lot due to standing water would cost about $2500 to repair.  
Faith Women: There are openings to head the committeeôs on Support and Fund Raising. 
Endowment: Pete said there is $3500 in the fund and there will be a campaign in the Fall. 
Congregational Involvement: Carol Knightòs tip for the month: Tap into new people to assist with a project, people want to be invited 
to help. Please let her know if you have any ideas for future workshops. 
ON: BOG members continue to review the information provided.       
 
The meeting closed at 9:45 p.m. with a prayer by Pastor Len. 
 
The next regular meeting will be on June 14, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Kaye McGregor 
  
  



News & Notesééé.  

If you or someone you know is in need of prayer 

call one of the following:   
   

 Betsy Biro  798-8472 

 Janis Groth   779-6988 

 Marge Hooie  747-2734 

 Helen Nutting  792-3124 

 Joan Sheehan  748-2498 
       

 

Members of the Prayer Group are 

anxious to keep the prayer list 

current.  Please advise us when 

you would like a name removed.  

FAITH PRESCHOOL NEWS!  
 

Our "Moving On" Ceremony is Friday, 

May 28th at 12:00 with a potluck 

luncheon to follow. The children will 

be singing some songs for their 

families and each child will receive a 

diploma. We have had a fantastic school 

year and are looking forward to the 

2010/2011 school year! Preschool will be 

closed during the summer, but Faith Camp 

is just around the corner! It will be held 

for 4 weeks with a different theme each 

week. Games, music, art, gardening, science 

and water day are just a few things you'll 

see at camp. It is for ages 2 1/2 - 

6 years old. If this is something 

you are interested in signing up 

for please call 746 -7895 to register your 

child. Hope to see you there!  
 
The staff and I wish everyone a wonderful, 

safe and relaxing summer!  
Wendi Steinbach, Director 
 

Check out the Florida UCC newsletter at: 
http://www.uccfla.org/docs/Celebrate%20Florida%

20April-May%202010%20.pdf .  

will be graduating on June 5, 2010.  We 

would like to invite all of the congregation to 

celebrate this accomplishment on  

Sunday, June 6, 2010. 

We will be having an Ice Cream Party in 

the Youth Room following the service.  

Please join us!!   

Kaitlin Morrell  

Can You Help?  
 
Cancer patients from your 

community need your help to get to their 
medical treatments and appointments.  Road 
to Recovery, a service sponsored by the 
American Cancer Society, needs kind people 
to volunteer their time and use their own cars 
to drive patients to and from their appoint-
ments.  Schedules are very flexible.  For 
more information, please call Marion Stuart at 
the American Cancer Society. 941-745-1214 
ext. 5803. 

http://www.uccfla.org/docs/Celebrate%20Florida%20April-May%202010%20.pdf
http://www.uccfla.org/docs/Celebrate%20Florida%20April-May%202010%20.pdf




 1 6:00 Christian Education 

 3 7:00 Narcotics Anonymous 

SUNDAY 6 Communion/Food Bank 

Youth Group 

 7 7:00 Building & Grounds 

 8 9:00ð11:25 Mtg. with Pastor 

Len 

6:00ð7:55 Mtg. with Pastor  

Len 

 9 9:00ð11:00 Mtg. with Pastor 

Len 

11:30 Prayer Team 

 10 9:00ð11:25 Mtg. with Pastor 

Len 

 11 Youth to Convention in N.O. 

 12 5:00 Deaf Group 

SUNDAY 13 10:30 Worship Service 

 14 7:00 Board of Governors 

 17 7:00 Narcotics Anonymous 

SUNDAY 20 Fatherôs Day 

Youth Group 

Dept. of Ministry  

Social Action & Mission 

 21 FOLLOWER deadline 

7:00 Braden River HOA 

 22 9:00ð11:25 Mtg. with Pastor 

Len 

6:00ð7:55 Mtg. with Pastor  

Len 

 23 9:00ð11:25 Mtg. with Pastor 

Len 

 24 9:00ð11:25 Mtg. with Pastor 

Len 

7:00 Narcotics Anonymous 

 25 9:00ð11:25 Mtg. with Pastor 

Len 

SUNDAY 27 Youth Group 

FOLLOWER available  

6/11 Larry Taylor 

6/21 Kaye McGregor 

6/23 Steve Edmonston 

6/29 Mary Lou Williams 

FLOWER CHART  
The 2010 flower chart is on the bulletin board in the 

narthex.  The flowers are ordered by the office from 

Elite Florist & Gift Shop at a cost of 

$20.  If you would like to reserve a 

special date, write your name in the 

appropriate space on the calendar or 

call the church office at 746-8890.  

Available dates are, September 12,  

October 3, November 7, 28. 

We are sorry to report the passing of  Charter 
Member, Ruth Linsley.  Condolence cards 

may be sent to her son at: 
Jim Linsely 

45 Presumpscot Rd 
Windham, ME 04062 

 28 7:00 Inlets HOA 

 29 9:00ð11:25 Mtg. with 

Pastor Len 

 30 9:00ð11:25 Mtg. with 

Pastor Len 

Judy will be on vacation June 11, returning on  

June 22.  The office will be closed Monday, June 

14 and Monday, June 21. 
 
Summer Camp will be held from 9:00 AM until 

1:00 PM, June 21ð25 and June 28ðJuly 2 


