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ñOur mission is to affirm all people as we grow together in the light and love of Christ.ò  

Rev. Len West 

Welcome Len and Julie West  
 

Pastor Len West and his wife Julie have arrived 
safely from New York.  We welcome them to Faith 

United Church of Christ.  

Youth Project 
 

The youth are 
w o r k i n g  o n 
a special project 
and need your 

help. We are looking for stories 
of a time in your life when you 
prayed to God and your prayer 
was answered. Please contact 
Kaitlin at 448-8627. Please 
leave a message if no answer. 
Thanks. 
Heather Reardon 

Food Pantry 
 

Do you know that Faith has supplied a box of food and 
a small gift certificate to Publix eight times in 2010?  
S.A.M. (Social Action and Mission) hopes to continue this practice 
each month for the entire year.  We need your help!  Please con-
tinue to support our food pantry.  Monetary donations are always 
welcome. 

 
Suggested items might include: 

Hearty soup, canned vegetables and fruit, cereal, paper 
products, laundry products, soap, shampoo, etc. 

Thanks to Our Youth 
 

W e have new landscaping 
at the church entrance 

thanks to funding from our 
youth group. Here's a "shout 
out" to you all,  Aaron, Bridget, 
Courtney, Erica, Kaitlin, and 
Tiffany. Thank you for your 
generosity. And another, spe-
cial thanks for that great salad 
bar you hosted last month. 
You kids are great! 
Board of Governors 
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 Pastor 
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Director of Music 

Marilyn Spencer 

Secretary 

Judy Wetter 

Office Hours 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM  
746-8890 

Fax 746-0670 

Faith UCC Email: 

 faithchurchucc@verizon.net 

Faith Website:  

faithchurchucc.com 

May 2, 2010 

Message:  The Rev. Len West 

Flowers: Available 

Greeters: Linda & Alexis Theiss 

Guest Book: Betsy Biro 

Hospitality: Carole Sluss 

Scripture: Bob Schiller 

Usher:  Marjorie Steele & Marge Hooie 

May 9, 2010 

Message: The Rev. Len West 

Flowers: Pat Osborne  

Greeter: Joan Schiller & Eleonore Sulloway 

Guest Book:  Grace Rodgers 

Hospitality: Youth Tea 

Scripture:  Marge Hooie 

Ushers: Jack Williams & Marge Critelli  

May 16, 2010 

Message: The Rev. Len West 

Flowers:  Available 

Greeter: Linda & Alexis Theiss 

Guest Book:  Available 

Hospitality: Available 

Scripture:  Barry Stipp 

Ushers: Available  

May 23, 2010 

Message: The Rev. Len West 

Flowers: Harry & Evelyn Anderson 

Greeter: Joan & Bob Schiller 

Guest Book: Available 

Hospitality: Available 

Scripture:  Tiffany Newhouse 

Ushers: Available 

 

May 30, 2010 

Youth Led Service 

Faith UCC Food Bank 
 

Next collection day 
Sunday, May 2 
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If  you, a member of your family, or 

someone you know is ill or hospitalized 

please let the office know, as soon as possible. a 

member of Faith Church would like to make a 

visit to bring Godôs word of comfort.  The 

church office telephone number is 746-8890 or 

email at faithchurchucc@verizon.net. 

President , Mark Sulloway  350-3355 
1st. Vice President, M.R. Lembright  776-9004 
Vice President , Joan Beach  722-4421 
Vice President, Janis Groth  779-6988 
Vice President, Fred Damianos 747-3182  
Secretary, Kaye McGregor, 776-2796 
Treasurer,  Peggy Shanbarker, 758-1247 
Financial Secretary, Marge Hooie  747-2734 
Building & Grounds, John Wentz  785-6575 
Christian Education, Debra Barnard 745-2488 
Department of Congregational Involvement 
Carol Knight  776-1032 &  M.R. Lembright  776-9004 
Department of Ministry, Bruce Covey   
Endowment, Pete Groth  779-6988 
Stewardship, Mark Sulloway  350-3355 
Social Action & Mission, Barbara Brownell  747-9643 

2010 Board of Governors 



I often find the Easter experience somewhat of a blur. Is it like that for you? The crunch of Holy Week leaves 
me feeling somewhat numb, at least for awhile. Is the numbing blur because of the barrage of music and 
celebration connected to this festival? Or is it something else? Does this blurry sensation really echo our nag-
ging disbelief about the event we celebrate together?  
 
From that first morning, disbelief has been the first human response to the news of the Resurrection. Why? A 
poem by Robert Frost perhaps speaks most directly to our situation.  
 
"I turned to speak to God  
About the world's despair  
But to make matters worse  
I found God wasn't there  
 
God turned to speak to me 
 (Don't anybody laugh)  
God found I wasn't there  
At least not over half"  
 
Barber Waters reminds us that Easter is preeminently God's doing. God turns to speak to us. Something stirs. 
An impulse inspires, a thought challenges. A tomb is empty. Someone moves and our pulse quickens. A 
presence. A glimmer. What was that? Oh, nothing we say. Not really. It's just a wish, an illusion, a childhood 
fantasy. Some things just can't be!! Life is life and death is death, and so shall it be forever more. That's what 
logic concludes. That's what reason insists. No one in her right mind could believe in Easter. It's only a diver-
sion from harsh reality. Death is the end of what we know.  
 
Isn't that what we do to life? We whittle it down with explanations until we are left with something less than 
half. We dissect, diagnose, examine and categorize it and ..... "turn to speak to God about the world's de-
spair. But to make bad matters worse ..... find God isn't there.ò  
 
Above all Easter reminds us that God is full of surprises, and that God is rarely where we think he is or ought 
to be. 
  
Even for the Apostle Paul, Easter is a mystery because it is not our word, not our doing at all. It is God's 
word. It is God's doing. "Thanks be to God who gives us the victory." It springs on us in strange ways. I can-
not explain it. I can only say it happens. It has happened for me. There are stones I cannot roll away from the 
tomb in which I'm buried, and there is a darkness in and around me through which I cannot find my way. But 
something happens .... .I don't know what or how ..... someone's eyes have a light in them, someone touches 
me, the eerie moon rises through the misty breath of the clouds, the dawn flows gently over the earth, there is 
love where hurt used to live, and if only for a moment, the stones are rolled away. The darkness warms, and 
something in me that was dead stirs and I fly, and it is enough ..... and here I am in Florida with a whole new 
life. A few short months ago, who would have thought? Do you know what I mean? Some things just can't be! 
Or can they? Maybe they can. *  
 
Maybe if we are more than half there, perhaps we'll hear the word of the Easter Lover, which is that the world 
is a wide open, mysterious place with secrets and possibilities we have yet begun to grasp. Everything about 
Jesus points to that; everything in his life, his death and his resurrection.   
During Easter God turns to speak. It's the word of a lover. And if we listen with heart and soul, perhaps we'll 
hear.  
 
Gently, 

 
 
 
 

 *Adapted from B. Waters, What's On My Mind.  
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Guitar and Drums 

Summer Choir is Forming! 
 

Come and bring your ideas and sing 
with us -we will choose our own music!! 
 

 
Write Your Own Music 

Contemporary 

Old Revival Hymns 

Praise Music 

Write Your Own Music 

Quartets and Trios No Robes 

Faith Women General Meeting  
Our next meeting for Faith Women is May 8, 
2010 at 11:00 AM and will be on Florida 
Cracker & Cowboy history. Everyone bring 
any old Florida photos or artifacts for show & 
tell. There will be a DVD shown by the 
"Florida Cracker Storyteller".  Lunch will be 
provided.  

Mark Your Calendar 
Upcoming Faith Women 

Events 
 

Saturday, October 8  
Program to Be Announced  

Saturday, December 8 
Annual Christmas Tea 

From the Interim Pastorôs Deské. 
William Shakespeare put it so well when he wrote- ñparting is such sweet sorrow!ò Parting is certainly both of these-sweet 
and exciting and yet sorrowful and difficult.  Saying ñgoodbyeò after out nine months together in ministry brings out a 
whole range of emotions. 
 
When I began as your second ñofficialò interim minister, your Search Committee was just getting ready to receive minis-
terôs profiles and now you have your chosen candidate ready to begin his ministry here.  Your church, still not certain of 
its own vision and sense of direction, is now more confident with a lay leadership that is enthusiastic and ready to work.  
Your Youth Group, still peripheral to the main worship life of Faith the main worship life of Faith UCC, is now a more inte-
gral part of the churchôs worship and spiritual life.  Faith UCC as a whole has grown in faith.  That is sweet. 
 
On the sorrow side, we need to say ñgoodbyeò and each move along in our respective ministries and paths of life.  My 
heart aches and I leave you all here, even as I go back home, just a few miles down the road.  But surely, Norma Lee 
and I take a part of you with us back to Sarasota.  We will always hold dearly your memory and look forward to keeping in 
touch and visiting in the future. 
 
Your are an especially loving and energetic church.  Your acceptance of me as ñanother interimò and now ñpart timeò was 
a step out in faith for us all.  We graciously moved from problem to hope to peace on the important issues, if not to total 
resolution.  There is still much work to be done but you have a great start.  It was a privilege for me to share this part of 
your journey. 
 
I could not begin to thank everybody by name or we would run out of paper.  But I must thank John Wentz, 2009 Presi-
dent of the Board of Governors and 2010 President, Mark Sulloway.  Also, Youth Leaders Debra Barnard, Heather 
Reardon and Ina Bingham, along with the Dept. of Ministry chairs, Doreen Tomasulo and Bruce Covey were of special 
help.  The music program of director, Marilyn Spencer has grown significantly to enhance our worship.  And navigating 
the meaning of ministry of Faith UCC would not have been possible without secretary, Judy Wetter.  And I couldnôt forget 
the weekly preschool kids directed by Wendi Steinbach and her wonderful teachers.  To them and many others, thank 
you so much. 
 
It would be most comfortable to say that I would like to stay on with you indefinitely.  Yet, I must listen to Godôs nudging of 
me and be uncomfortable enough to say ñgoodbyeò on my behalf and Norma Leeôs! 
 
Shalom, 
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Faith United Church of Christ  

Board of Governors 
APRIL 12, 2010 

 
Present: Pastor Fred Rhines, Kaye McGregor, Marge Hooie , MR Lembright, Mark Sulloway, John 

Wentz, Joan Beach, Peggy Shanbarker, Judy Wetter, Janis Groth  Bruce Covey, Pete Groth, and Fred 

Damianos. 

The meeting was opened at 7:05 p.m with a prayer by Pastor Fred.. 

The Minutes for March 8, 2010 meeting were approved. 

Financial Secretary Report-Marge said that a total of $5940 was collected the first two weeks of April for 

the operating fund. $597 was collected for One Great Hour of Sharing and $325 for Wes McGowan me-

morial. 

The Treasurerôs Report was reviewed and approved. We have paid the 2009 and 2010 per capita as we 

wanted to take advantage of discounts available to churches in paid status when paying Pastor Len 

Westôs registration for the Florida Conference annual meeting.. Peggy said we have paid off $1500 to the 

Building fund that had been borrowed for operations. There is $11,000 available in the Operating Fund. 

Mark went over a list of church activities scheduled for April and which group was in charge of coordi-

nating the event. The Member Profile will now become the Volunteer Profile and will be available to 

members in the next few weeks. 

 Old Business: Members of the new Pastoral Relations Committee will be Eleonore Sulloway, Joan 

Sheehan, John Wentz, John Potts and Bruce Covey. It was moved and supported that the Board of Gov-

ernors approve the proposed changes to the By Laws made by the Search Committee. These will be pre-

sented to the congregation for approval at an upcoming called Congregational Meeting. It was moved 

and supported to approve the Media Policy. Marcia Norment has volunteered to audit 2009 financial 

data. New church tote bags will be sold by Joan Beach after church for the next few Sundayôs. 

New Business: Judy will be scheduling the date in January 2011 for photos to be taken for the 2011 

Church Directory. The youth have paid for the new plants at the front entrance. 

Pastors Report: He appreciated his night ñon the townò with the youth on April 11. Pastor Fred has 

made his final calls on the shut ins. He thanked everyone for making him feel so welcome. 

Church Secretary Report: Judy said Tip Top Trees still owes us $1000 and she is trying to collect. We 

have had some issues with the air conditioning, please let Judy know of any problems. Narcotics Anony-

mous will begin meeting here on April 29. We will not charge them a rental fee but they are willing to 

help with church projects and they will make a donation. Judy will be making a change to the church sign 

to add Pastor Len Westôs name.  

Committee Reports- 
Ministry - Mary Lou Williams is the Vice Chair and she will be assisting on coordinating lists. The Mu-

sic Committee has met and Marilyn Spencer has had a review. 

SAM- We have delivered 8 food baskets since Christmas. 

Stewardship: To date $28,134 has been collected in pledges. 

Buildings and Grounds: A lot got done on the Work Day on March 27. The city code does not allow us 

to add a window in the classroom doors. Until new doors can be purchased, the classroom doors will be 

left open. 

Faith Women: The next meeting will be on May 8. Bunko night will be replaced with movie night on 

April 20.   

Endowment: Pete is reviewing a stack of papers from John Potts. 

ONA: Committee members continue to review the information provided.  Other members of the board 

will begin the review, too.       
 
The meeting closed at 9:30 p.m. with a prayer by Pastor Fred. 
 
The next regular meeting will be on May 10, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Kaye McGregor 



News & Notesééé.  

If you or someone you know is in need of prayer 

call one of the following:   
   

 Betsy Biro  798-8472 

 Janis Groth   779-6988 

 Marge Hooie  747-2734 

 Helen Nutting  792-3124 

 Joan Sheehan  748-2498 

      Doreen Tomasulo 729-1438 
 
 

Members of the Prayer Group are 

anxious to keep the prayer list 

current.  Please advise us when 

you would like a name removed.  
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FAITH PRESCHOOL NEWS!  
 
  

Our next big event is our ñMoving Onò 
Ceremony scheduled on Friday, May 
28th at 12:00.  This is our last day of 
preschool for the 2009/2010 school 
year.  We will say goodbye to twelve of 

our students that are moving on to kindergar-
ten.  We wish them much success!  We are 
excited to have 18 children returning in the 
Fall and we give a warm welcome to 9 new 
children joining us for the first time.   We have 
had a wonderful preschool year!  We wish 
everyone a safe and happy summer!  
 
Faith Camp is around the corner!  It will be 
held for 4 weeks with a different theme each 
week.  Games, music, art, gardening, science 
and water day are just a few things 
youôll see at camp.  It is for ages 2 
1/2 - 6 years old.  If this is some-
thing you are interested in signing up for 
please call 746-7895 to register your child.   
Hope to see you there! 
 
Wendi Steinbach,  Director 

Dinner Out-Dessert In 
 
Mark your calendar for May 14 at 
6:00.  The restaurant is yet to be 
determined.  Dessert will be at 
Jack & Mary Lou Williams home.  
185  Nightingale Cir., Ellenton.  If 
you have questions please call 
Janis Groth at 896-7942 

W e  are updating our  data base with 
new volunteer information.  If you are 

a member or a visitor please take a moment 
and fill out the form on page 8.  After you 
have completed the form please drop it in the 
box in the narthex, fax it to the church at 941-
746-00670, or mail it to the church (4850 SR 
64 E) or email it faithchurchucc@verizon.net.   

With Heartfelt Thanks 

A Thank You from  
Pastor Fred & Norma Leeéé. 
 
Greatest thanks for your generous monetary gift 
given to us on  my final Sunday. April 18, and 
for the many cards and verbal expressions of 
love and goodbye!  We were overwhelmed by 
your beautiful expressions of care and affection 
which well-represented the strong ministry rela-
tionship we have had since  I joined you last 
Summer. 
 
Many blessings to you as you continue in  your 
journey with God! 
 
In Christôs Love, 
Pastor Fred 
 
A Thank You From Betty McGowanéé. 
I would like to thank everyone for their wonder-
ful cards, calls, and prayers during Wesôs  ill-
ness.  A special thanks to Pastor Fred for all of 
his visits and phone calls. 
Betty McGowan 

Check out the Florida UCC newsletter at: 
http://www.uccfla.org/docs/Celebrate%20Florida%

20April-May%202010%20.pdf .  

http://www.uccfla.org/docs/Celebrate%20Florida%20April-May%202010%20.pdf
http://www.uccfla.org/docs/Celebrate%20Florida%20April-May%202010%20.pdf
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SUNDAY 1 Communion/Food Bank 

 2 7:00 Building & Grounds 

 5 7:00 Choir 

 6 7:00 Narcotics Anonymous 

 7 11:00 Church Women United 

 8 11:00 Faith Women Meeting 

5:00 Deaf Group 

SUNDAY 9 Motherôs Day 

Youth Group 

 10 7:00 Board of Governors 

 12 7:00 Choir 

 13 11:30 Prayer Team 

7:00 Narcotics Anonymous 

 14 6:00 Dinner & Dessert 

SUNDAY 16 Youth Group 

12:00  Dept. of Ministry 

 17 FOLLOWER deadline 

7:00 Braden River HOA 

 19 7:00 Choir 

 20 7:00 Narcotics Anonymous 

 21 FOLLOWER emailed 

SUNDAY 23 Youth Group 

FOLLOWER available  

 26 7:00 Inlets HOA 

 26 7:00 Choir 

 27 12:00 Preschool Graduation 

7:00 Narcotics Anonymous 

 28 12:00 Preschool Graduation 

SUNDAY 30 Youth Led Worship 

 31 Office Closed 
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5/1 Linda Theiss 

5/3 Ben Uher 

5/5 Joan Sheehan 

5/9 Bruce Covey 

5/11 Melanie Miller 

5/12 Debra Barnard 

5/13 Kerry Jo Harper 

5/18 Elwin Smith 

5/20 Carol Chamberlain 

5/21 Tiffany Newhouse 

5/23 Evelyn Anderson 

5/26 Pete Groth 

FOLLOWER Deadline 
May 17 

Church Women United 
 

Church women Unitedôs  annual May Friend-
ship Day celebration will be  held at Trinity 
Methodist Fellowship Hall, at 3200 Manatee 
Ave. West, Bradenton on May 7.  The event 
will begin at 10:00 AM followed by a prepaid 
luncheon for $7.  Call for advance luncheon 
reservations at 747-6602. 

FLOWER CHART  
The 2010 flower chart is on the bulletin board in the 

narthex.  The flowers are ordered by the office from 

Elite Florist & Gift Shop at a cost of $20.  If you 

would like to reserve a special date, write your 

name in the appropriate space on the calendar or 

call the church office at 746-8890.  Available dates 

are May 2, 16, 30, June 6, July 4, 11 August 22, 

September 12, October 3, 31,  

November 7, 28. 

 Recently the Faith Building and Grounds 
Committee combined with Faith Women and had a 
work day to ñbrighten upò the church.  There was 
never a dull moment.  Windows were washed, 
dusting done, and the building power washed.  
Most noticeable was the transformation of the 
church entrance. Two large palms were planted 
along with several replacement shrubs to complete 
the beautification.   
 Thanks to the twelve weary disciples for 
doing their part for Jesus' arrival at Faith UCC.   


