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From Your Moderator
It does not seem possible that the year
is half over. Where has the time gone?
We had so many exciting events this
year. Of course the pledge drive to fund
the Music Leader has to be the shining
star. We are working toward an official
job description and then the process of
the job search. It is an exciting time in
the life of Faith UCC.
Donna Rusch is moving to California at
the end of July. I have referred to her as
“Faith’s angel”. She has continued the
Women’s Breakfast, Dinner & Dessert,
worked tirelessly with the Food Bank,

helped in the office, served with SAM, and
is working on the recent mission project to
name a few things. She saw a need and
acted on that need, Donna is one in a
million and I am so glad she has spent time
with us.
I know she will have a wonderful life in
California with her family. I also know that
some church will be so happy to have her.
She truly is Faith’s angel and I will miss her.
Judy

A Still Speaking Journey Through
the Holy Land A Two Week Trip to Israel, Palestine, and Jordan
Led by Rev. Carol Hallman, United Church of Christ

2017
PER
CAPITA
Per Capita is an
obligation we owe
yearly to the
conference. The cost
is $15 per member.
Thank you to those
who have already
paid. Our goal is to be
100% paid this year.
Thank you for your
prompt attention to
this conference
responsibility.

December 29, 2017 to January 11, 2018
$3,992 per person
Deadline to register August 29, 2017
On this adventure we will not only have the
opportunity to walk in the footsteps of Jesus
and many other ancestors of faith but also
see how God is still speaking in the Holy
Land today. We will meet with Rev. Naim
Ateek with Sabeel Ecumenical Liberation
Theology Center in East Jerusalem,
politicians from various points on the
political spectrum, and meet others who

are actively involved in peacemaking.
On our journey we will be shepherded
by two guides, one Israeli and the other
Palestinian, which will make this a unique
opportunity for a continuing and deeper
experience of our still speaking God.
For more information, or to register for
the trip, visit
https://www.mejditours.com/opentour/a-stillspeaking-journey-through-theholy-land/.

ONECO FLORIST /// 941.756.1556
When ordering flowers through the church, please sign up on the Flower Chart. Flowers
orders are $25. You are encouraged to take your flowers home with you after service;
but if you leave them, they will be taken to a shut-in. If you want to purchase flowers
on your own, Oneco Florist is offering Church members $5 off their first arrangement.
Just mention this article.

THE PASTOR’S DESK
The Importance of
Prayer

could, if God chose, hand
out…They are a great fountain of
energy and beauty spurting up at
the very center of reality. If you
I have been reminded lately of
are close to it, the spray will wet
the importance of a consistent
you: if you are not, you will remain
prayer life. We in the “mainline
dry.” When we draw close to
churches” sometimes forget that.
God in prayer, we make
In our very good emphasis on open- ourselves more available to God
mindedness, we sometimes tend to to continue the process of
forget that while all paths do lead
transforming us into our highest
to the top of the mountain, one
selves, so that we might take our
actually has to walk a particular
unique place in creating glimpses
path in order to get there. Part of
of the Kingdom on earth.
walking the Christian path is prayer.
Toward that end, you will
I don’t mean prayer in the “try to
notice that our preview of Fall
manipulate the Heavenly Errand
Programming has a decided
Boy into giving me what I want”
emphasis on prayer. In small
sense. (Although petitionary prayer groups and book study, Brian and
is part of it.) Indeed, I mean prayer I will both be leading and
in the sense of consciously drawing teaching on the topic of prayer.
close to God so that God can
Please peruse the separate
continue to transform us into the
article entitled “A Preview of Fall
individual people God created us
Programming” in this newsletter,
to be. CS Lewis says it well:
and consider establishing a daily
“Good things, as well as bad, are prayer practice, if you haven’t
caught by a kind of infection. If you already. As always, please pray
want to get warm, you must stand
for Faith Church, that God will fill,
near the fire: if you want to be wet, empower, lead and guide us to
you must get into the water. If you
our particular work in the world.
want joy, power, peace, eternal
life, you must get close to, or even
into, the thing that has them. They
are not a sort of prize which God

Pastor Judy

Thank you to the whole
church. My family and
I have been
overwhelmed by the
kindness shown by our
church since my
husband Lowell (Pete)
Peterson journeyed on
to haven peacefully on
June 20. Many cards
of sympathy have
been received, and
many prayers of church
members and friends have sustained us. We appreciate so much
the wonderful reception following the memorial service.
May God’s richest blessings be with you all,

Floy Peterson
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WORSHIP
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VOLUNTEERS
If you are interested in signing up to be
a greeter, usher or scripture reader,
please contact our Worship Team
Leader, Richard Dilts, or simply sign up
on the bulletin board. You can sign
up as; one-time help, on a part time
basis or get regularly involved in our
Sunday morning worship activities. It’s
easy and we have so much fun
helping out.

JOIN US
W EEKEND S CHEDULE
August 6, 2017
Flowers:
Greeters:
Scripture:
Ushers:
Nursery:
Sunday school:

Council
Council
Marge Hooie
Council
Babs Brownell
Hatti Damianos

August 13, 2017
Flowers:
Greeters:
Scripture:
Ushers:
Nursery:
Sunday school:

Available
Available
Available
Available
Babs Brownell
Hatti Damianos

August 20, 2017
Flowers:
Greeters:
Scripture:
Ushers:
Nursery:
Sunday school:

Available
Available
Joan Sheehan
Available
Linda Anderson
Hatti Damianos

August 27, 2017
Flowers:
Greeters:
Scripture:
Ushers:
Nursery:
Sunday school:

Available
Available
Available
Available
Marge Hooie
Hatti Damianos

Mark Your
Calendars
Breakfast Bunch
9am SAT. AUG. 5
We will meet at Mocha Joe’s
located at 3633 Cortez Rd W,
Bradenton, FL 34210. Please join
us!

Dinner and
Dessert
6pm, FRI. AUG. 18
Thank you Rev. Brian and Judy
Bagley Bonner, for hosting the
August Dinner and Dessert. We
will gather at the Anna Maria
Oyster Bar, located at, 1525 51st
Ave East, Ellenton, FL 34222.

Children’s Ministry
If you have a heart for children,
then consider joining the
Children’s Ministry Team. We
need help in the nursery and
Sunday school.
Please contact Babs Brownell if
you would like more information
Call: 941.747.9643

CHURCH
HAPPENINGS
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August Study
Joseph Campbell and
the Power of Myth:
The Hero's Journey
Using portions of the PBS video, we
explore what mythic stories can
teach us. Campbell helps us
understand the story of Jesus,
Buddha, Moses, Mohammed and
even Luke Skywalker. To help
support our discussion we will
review some excellent printed
Video
materials which give us clear
outlines of Campbell's ideas.
There will be a Sunday Morning Group from 9:00am - 10:00 am and a
Wednesday Afternoon group at 2:00 pm.

A Preview of Fall Programming
Support Group
This group will be led by Rev. Judy. While this will be a general
support group where we share what is going on in our lives, it will be
done within the context of prayer. We will begin each session with
five minutes of silent, centering prayer, and ten minutes of reflecting
on a psalm. The remainder of the time will be used to share life issues
and concerns, and people will be encouraged to write down these
concerns in order to pray about them on a daily basis. This group will
begin on Wednesday, Sept 20 at 10:30 A.M. and will continue weekly.

Fall Book Study
While a final selection has not yet been made regarding the book
we will study, it will probably be something by Henri Nouwen who
wrote extensively on personal spirituality. Please note that we are
moving the evening book study from its usual Tuesday Evenings to
Wednesday Evenings in order to accommodate our new
involvement with Downtown Ministries on Tuesday evenings. We will
meet on Wednesday evenings, starting October 25th, from 6:30-7:30
PM. An additional group will meet on Sunday Mornings from 9:0010:00 A.M. starting October 22nd.

Prayer Healing & Meditation Services
We will still have these services twice a month, but starting in October
both will be in the Evenings from 7:00 - 8:00 pm. The services will be
on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of the month.

Spiritual Exercise
YAHOO!! Here I go. Off to Southern
CA where I will joyfully accept my
next mission as “Branson’s Nana.” I
hope I’m still able to lift him. If not,
then we will walk hand-in-hand, or
skip or roll or dance or run (uugghhh,
I’m tired already!). I’ll learn to play
from him. He will learn from the
wisdom of my years (OH, stop
laughing). I shall send up-dates &
photos of us to my Faith family. This
way you can watch Branson grow as
you watch Donna get younger
(what??!! Is that possible?!!).
God walked me into Faith Church
four years ago. What a blessing it has
been. Now, He leads me in a different
direction. I’m getting another chance
with my family. I wasn’t around much
when Branson’s dad was young. It
was always work, education,
traveling, saving the world, etc.

S OCIAL A CTION
Babs Brownell

So far this year we are on track to outdo ourselves in
FoodBank contributions. Last year (2016) we donated
710 pounds. So far (halfway through) this year we have
already donated 426 pounds!
If we can keep that up we will donate 852 pounds
which exceeds last year by 142 pounds. Let’s do it! In
fact, let’s do better: Let’s shoot for 150 more than last
year and break 1,000 pounds! Who’s with me???"

&
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Shame on me. Anyway, now I’m being
blessed with this new opportunity. Oh, I
still don't know what I didn't know then
but I’m ready to learn, special from my
grandson. “Oh, the places we’ll go.”
The military teaches never say “goodbye” but rather say “see you around.”
It’s a small world. Things repeat. Life is
just one big rerun. Anyway, I do know
no one is promised tomorrow. Thus, seize
opportunity, “Carpe Diem.” And with
that, I’ll say “see you around”. I will carry
Faith Church in my heart always. And
I rest in knowing it’s door
is always open for
coming HOME.
To be continued ...

M ISSIONS

love to have you join us! We all enjoy the fellowship as well
as a sense of doing something to help our neighbors. Kids
are welcome too!
We now have a collection box in the Narthex for some of
the well needed items for the Downtown Ministries. Please
consider donating as a way to have a part in this great
ministry.
Please consider whether you want to be part of this
opportunity. All we ask is that you sign up for the night you
want to go so that we can let them know how much help
to expect.

Our next volunteer date is:
August 7th and 21st 6:30-8PM
If you want more information please see the postings on
the bulletin board at church OR talk to a member of the
SAM team and those who have already volunteered.
AUGUST FOOD BANK DONATION
In AUGUST, we are collecting CANNED FRUIT AND
VEGGIES for the food bank.
A chance for everyone to be helpful!
On the 1st and 3rd Tuesday evenings of every month,
members of Faith UCC will help the Downtown Ministries
in their Palmetto warehouse as they make sandwiches,
hygiene kits, organize clothes (for their clothes closet)
and repair bikes — to name just a few things. We have
12-15 interested and invested volunteers. We would

TEAM: Linda Van Buskirk, MR Lembright, Babs Brownell, Marge Kirchner,
Donna Rusch, Carol Knight and Cindy Purvis. Other volunteers:
Margaret Gregory, Marge Hooie, Joan Sheehan and Dorathy Gallo.

CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
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Faith United Church of Christ /// July 10, 2017
Attendees: Pastor Brian, Pastor Jude,
Judy Wetter, Denny Wetter, Richard
Diltz, Marge Hooie, Donna Blakey
(remotely), Robin Wentz
Pastor Brian opened the meeting in
prayer. Judy Wetter called the
meeting to order at 7:04 pm
Financial Secretary Report:
 Donna gave reported that
our total monies deposited of
$11,270.05 was our lowest
deposit since January,
however it is $3000 more than
the same time 2016. That
said, $1000+ of the $3k was
for the Music Director.
 She said that there were 24
giving units for the Music
pledge. Donations are up by
$6500 over last year ($3600 for
the music leader), which is a
13% increase. Special
offerings are up more than
42%.
Pastors’ Report:
 Pastor Brian-reminded us that
he and Jude are leaving on
Friday, July 14. He’ll be back
the following Friday, July 21st.
Jude will be away till August
14th
however,
she’ll
be
making calls and planning fall
classes from Ohio.
 Brian is planning a new
member class for August. He
also is planning Sunday
morning classes where there
will be no readings prior to
class. These classes will be
about snippets from Joseph
Campbell.
 Jude will be starting a group
in September surrounding the
subject of grief
Secretary’s Report:
 Please check the calendarBrian will ask Faith to remove
Melody Choir rehearsal on
Thursday evenings.

Old Business:
 Denny told the council that
the new camera is up and
running
 Soil borings are scheduled for
the week of July 10. Results
will then go to Wilson
engineering.
 Re: the Music Committee,
Judy stated that they are
meeting July 11th to develop
a job description
 Sign Committee meeting has
been postponed
 Craft Saturday is scheduled
for Saturday, July 29th 10 am
at the church
 Judy state that a committee
should be formed to develop
procedures/policies if we
receive threatening
communication. All that said,
we will be safer now with the
new cameras and new locks
(Old Business con’d)
 Computer for Sanctuary
Screens-we need to improve
the quality of the
computer/software and are
looking at replacing PC and
with programs with 3 licenses.
Music can be transferred to
the new computer. Denny
Wetter made a motion to
purchase the computer with
the software not to exceed a
cost of $2500. Marge Hooie
seconded the motion. Motion
carried.
 Richard and Judy had been
discussing having another
service at the beach. Will
need help with Communion.
 Re: the Pastors sabbaticalwhen we find out the status
of Faith UCC getting the
sabbatical we will provide
informational in the Follower
leading up to the sabbatical.
Departments and Committees:
Building & Grounds:
Denny discussed the electronic locks

being installed. It’s important to
note that the alarm system is
separate from the locks and it will
be necessary to also turn the alarm
off if entering when no one is in the
church.
Faith Care Team:
 Marge stated Floy couldn’t
believe the number of cards
she received for Pete’s
death.
 She said she felt the team
was on top of what was
going on with everyone and
was going to discuss with
Pastor Ellen about Peg O’s
status while she’s away for
the summer.
Worship Team:
 Richard asked if we’d be
doing Communion by
Intinction in August which
Pastor Brian confirmed.
Social Action and Missions:
 Members continue to
support the Downtown
Ministries and Pastor Jude
felt we need to roll out to
the wider congregation and
will discuss with Babs.
Judy Wetter adjourned the meeting
and Pastor Jude closed the
meeting in prayer.
Sincerely submitted,
Robin Wentz
Secretary
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Your Staff Prayer Team
If you or someone you know is in need of prayer, call one of the following:

Pastors
Rev. Brian and
Rev. Judy
Bagley-Bonner
Cell:
941-718-3132
(with Janie)

Janis Groth
Marge Hooie
941.779.6988 941. 447.4193

Helen Nutting
941. 747.2734

PASTORS’ OFFICE HOURS
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday

10 am - 1 pm
9:30am – 12:30pm

Sheryl
Donna Rusch
Overheidt301.825.9611
Smith
941.776.5589
(winter)
269.673.7342
(summer)

Joan
Sheehan
941.748.2498

(also available 6-6:30pm)

9:30am- 12:30pm
6:00pm -7:00pm

Members of the Prayer Team want to keep the prayer list current.
Please advise us when you would like a name removed from the list.

Other times by appointment
*3rd Thursday at UCC meetings

Office Hours
MONDAY-FRIDAY
9 AM - 12 PM
746-8890
Fax 746-0670

SUBMIT A PRAYER REQUEST
If you, a member of your family, or someone you know is ill or
hospitalized, please let the office know as soon as possible. A member of
Faith Church would like to make a visit to bring God’s word of comfort.
The church office telephone number is 746-8890 or email at

faithchurchucc@verizon.net

2017 Church Council

Secretary
Faith Quici
Faith UCC Email:
faithchurchucc@verizon.net
Faith Website:
faithchurchucc.com

Moderator: Judy Wetter

Faith Care Team: Marge Hooie

Deputy Moderator: Richard Dilts

Community Outreach: Deb D’Angelo

Secretary: Robin Wentz

Church Events & Fellowship: Sheryl Overheidt Smith

Financial Secretary: Donna Blakey

SAM: Babs Brownell

Treasurer: Marge Critelli

Building & Grounds: Denny Wetter

Worship Team: Richard Dilts

Christian Ed: OPEN

Just search for:

W

“Faith United Church of Christ, Bradenton ,FL”

www.faithchurchucc.com

August 2017
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY
1

WEDNESDAY
2

6:30pm
Downtown
Ministries

7

THURSDAY

2pm Aug Study 3 7:15pm NA
7:00pm BAC
7:15pm NarAnon

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

4 7:15pm NA
7:30pm BAC

5 9am Breakfast
Bunch at Mocha
Joe’s on Cortez
10am NA & NarAnon

6 9am Aug Study
10:30am Service
Communion

7

8

1:30pm BAC
NA 7:15pm

13 9am Aug Study
10:30am Service

11am
Prayer
Healing &
Meditation
Service

2pm Aug Study 10 7:15pm NA
10:30am Faith
7:15pm NarCare Team Mtg.
Anon

11 7:15pm NA
7:30pm BAC

12 10am NA & NarAnon

18 6pm Dinner
and Dessert –
Anna Maria
Oyster Bar

19 10am NA & NarAnon

7:00pm BAC

Building and
Grounds
Work Day
4pm
14 7pm Church
Council Mtg

1:30pm BAC
NA 7:15pm

15 11:30am
Prayer Team
Mtg

7:30pm BR
Watch Mtg.

20 9am Aug Study
10:30am Service
1:30pm BAC
NA 7:15pm

21 Follower
Deadline

27 9am Aug Study
10:30am Service
1:30pm BAC
NA 7:15pm

28

16 2pm Aug Study 17 7:15pm NA
7:00pm BAC
7:15pm NarAnon

Preschool
Staff Training
6:30pm
Downtown
Ministries

22 6pm Harbor
Walk HOA
meeting

7:15pm NA
7:30pm BAC
Follower
Reminder
23 2pm Aug Study 24 7:15pm NA
7:00pm BAC
7:15pm NarAnon

25 7:15pm NA
7:30pm BAC

26 10am NA & NarAnon

7pm BR HOA
6:30pm
Prayer
Healing &
Meditation
Service
29
7pm INT HOA

6pm
Preschool
Parent Night

BAC: Bradenton Apostolic Church
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) and Nar- Anon, NA
hotline at 941.257.5055.
(HOA’s) Home Owner Associations

30 2pm Aug Study 31 7:15pm NA
7:00pm BAC
7:15pm NarAnon

HAPPY
BIRTHDAY!
8/1
8/6
8/10
8/23
8/25

Helen Nutting
Cindy Purvis
Shirley Rampart
Deborah Peters
Pat Crowell

If your birthday was
missed, please contact
the church office so we
can update our records.
Thank you!
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FAITHFUL FOLLOWER
Faith United Church of Christ
4850 SR 64E
Bradenton, FL 34208-5527

The Vision of Faith United Church of Christ
o

In our worship, we are an inclusive community, a family of faith, which through
prayer, song, the sacraments and liturgy seeks to feel closer to God, to praise God,
to give thanks to God, and to seek forgiveness from God in order to grow in
discipleship.

o

In our Christian Education, we seek to develop a community of people with a
mature Christian faith; meaning a faith which leads us to care for others, that opens
our hearts to service, an evolving faith that is the product of critical thinking and
questioning. Our education is for all ages and is conducted in places inside the
church and out.

o

In our missions, we seek to share the excitement of our Christian faith without judging
others. In our missions, we seek to take our faith and beliefs from the inside out, and
know that our missions require that we must also bring the outside in. We take
Christ’s admonition—to go forth and share the good news—as our own, which we
strive to do in word and deed both locally and globally.

Visit Faith’s website at www.faithchurchucc.com

