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Council is excited for a new year in 

2019! I would be nice to see new 

volunteers for the church council for 

2019, so if you’re interested, I invite 

you to come see me please.  
 

Now as we move into November, 

remember that Spirits and Spirituality 

kicks off Mondays in November at 3-

Keys Brewery, which is west of the 

church on SR 64 E.    
 

We are once again invited to 

celebrate Thanksgiving with the 

Apostolic Church on November 18.  If 

you are interested in attending their 

service and sharing in their 

Thanksgiving feast, you MUST SIGN UP.  

We will have a Thanksgiving hospitality 

celebration on Sunday, November 11, 

with our ever-capable Sheryl planning 

the event. 
 

“Haul out the holly, put up the tree; 

we may be rushing things but deck 

those halls again now. For we need a 

little Christmas …” On Thursday, 

November 29, at 10am, please plan to 

come to the church to help decorate 

for Christmas. 
 

There is turmoil in the world, and our 

politics seem to be a little mixed-up, 

but aren’t we blessed?  I’ve had my 

share of tears, but I know I am blessed. 

As we celebrate Thanksgiving, I’m 

thankful and I’m very thankful for YOU, 

thank you! 
 

May your Thanksgiving be a loving 

and happy one. Happy Thanksgiving 

from me to you with love. 

 

Richard  

 

From Your Moderator 
  

October was a busy month! The 

Council (with the recommendation 

from the Sign Committee) has 

approved a new church sign. It 

won’t be here by Christmas, but it 

will be all a-glow by Easter!  A 

special thank you to those on the 

Sign Committee:  Brian Bagley-

Bonner, Deb D’Angelo, Scott 

Duncan and Judy Wetter.  Also a 

very special thank you to our 

anonymous donor who gave 

$10,000 toward the new sign!!  This 

person would like me to share 

something with you: “When God 

blesses you financially, don’t raise 

your standard of living, raise your 

standard of giving.” (M. Batterson, 

author and pastor of the National 

Community Church in DC) and 

“When you do some act of charity, 

do not announce it with a flourish of 

trumpets.” (Matthew 6:2) 
 

Your Music Committee has also 

been working hard with interviews of 

two prospective candidates for the 

Music Leader position; more on that 

when more information is known. 
 

What a fun time we had at the 

Oktoberfest beach service on 

October 14! It was also Clergy 

Appreciation Day, and I cannot 

think of two better clergy to honor 

than our very own Brian and Jude!  

Of course a thank you goes to Sheryl 

Overheidt-Smith for all her 

preparations for this event. 
 

Thank you to Floy Peterson for 

hosting the Dinner and Dessert in 

October. Please remember to sign-

up for ALL events.  If your plans 

should change, please notify the 

host that you are unable to attend. 
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W O R S H I P   

VOLUNTEERS 
 

If you are interested in signing up to 

be a greeter, usher or scripture 

reader, please contact our Worship 

Team Leader or simply sign up on 

the bulletin board.   

 

JOIN  US  
WEEKEND SCHEDULE 

T H E  P A S T O R ’ S  D E S K  
 

Christ advises churches and 

supports searches and can take 

a pastor's ordination away. But 

even if it does that, it cannot 

force a congregation to fire a 

pastor or to do anything really.   

This congregational polity 

(church government) is a gift 

from the pilgrims who are part of 

our spiritual heritage. It is 

sometimes very slow. And having 

been on the losing side of many 

decisions in the churches I have 

served, it is sometimes very 

frustrating. But it is also why we 

are who we are today, as a 

congregation and as a 

denomination. The United 

Church of Christ has become a 

leader of the progressive 

Christian movement precisely 

because it is the people who 

have the control and the 

greatest wisdom. No President of 

the denomination could have 

stopped the inclusion of the 

LGBTQ community even though it 

meant losing many 

congregations and members.      

Likewise no pastor could force a 

congregation to become fully 

"Open and Affirming" unless it 

wanted to do it.  Believe me, it is 

sometimes hard to accept 

decisions when they don’t go my 

way. But often (not always, but 

often) I come to see that the 

decision I fought against, has 

turned out to be the right one. 

In this season of voting, I hope 

you will vote your conscience as 

we as a nation, state and 

community elect important 

leaders.  And I hope you will 

always speak your mind and 

participate in the decision-

making here at Faith, even 

though it means some times of 

disagreement.  Even though it is 

slow and sometimes tedious, I 

believe God will continue to use 

the wisdom of all of us to guide 

and direct us on the path to 

greater faithfulness. 
 

Blessings 

Congregationalism & 

Democracy 
     In this very charged election 

season, I have thought a lot about 

how our nation and our 

congregation make decisions. In 

both instances we elect our 

leaders, but though we have some 

similarity in terms of different parts 

to our structure, Faith UCC and the 

United Church of Christ place our 

highest value on the congregation 

as the final authority in all matters.   

Let me explain: 

     In our 3 branches of 

government:  The President, The 

Congress and the Courts, the 

framers built in a balance of power, 

making it possible for the three 

branches to exercise some control 

on the other branches if things get 

out of hand.  The President has the 

veto and appoints members of the 

court. Congress can override 

vetoes and approves court 

members as well as use 

impeachment powers, and the 

courts adjudicate when either of 

the other two branches may have 

exceeded their constitutional 

authority- balance and mutual 

accountability. 

     In our church governance we 

have mutual accountability.  We 

make promises to one another to 

faithfully travel the journey of faith 

together.  But if we look at our 

system, (the pastor, the 

congregation -represented by the 

elected council and the 

denomination) the congregation is 

the final authority in any major 

decision making.  Now, Jude and I 

as Pastors, have the "bully pulpit" 

like the president.  We can preach 

about what it means to be people 

of Faith UCC. This gives us a chance 

to persuade that no one else has 

every week, but we have no ability 

to veto or stop a decision of the 

congregation. If I ever went way 

out of bounds in my preaching, the 

congregation could fire me!  

However, I cannot fire you as a 

congregant.      

    Likewise, the United Church of 

N o v  4 ,  2 0 1 8  
Council Sunday  

 

N o v  1 1 ,  2 0 1 8  

Flowers  Available     

Greeters:  Available     

Scripture:   Blu Glavin     
Ushers:  Available     

Sunday school:   Hatti Damianos and  

                              Earleen Nutting    

 

N o v  1 8 ,  2 0 1 8  
Flowers  Deb & Bob D’Angelo     

Greeters:  Available     

Scripture:   Joan Sheehan     
Ushers:  Available     

Sunday school:   Hatti Damianos and  

                              Earleen Nutting    

 

N o v  2 5 ,  2 0 1 8  
Flowers  Jackie Travers     

Greeters:  Available     

Scripture:   Available     
Ushers:  Available     

Sunday school:   Hatti Damianos and  

                              Earleen Nutting    
 

Deck the 

Halls-  
Nov. 29  

at 10am 
We will  

decorate the 

church for 

Christmas.  
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This November 
 

 

WOMEN’S BREAKFAST  

SAT, NOV 3, AT 9:30AM  
We will enjoy breakfast together at 

Ginny's & Jane E's Café located at 

9807 Gulf Dr, Anna Maria, FL 34216.  

We changed the meeting time for this 

one because it is farther away. Please 

sign up if you would like to attend.  

 
MEN’S BREAKFAST 

SAT, NOV 3, AT 9AM  
We will enjoy breakfast together at 

D’s (formerly Norma Rae’s) located at 

423 10th Ave W, Palmetto, FL 34221. 

Please sign up if you would like to 

attend.  

 

THANKFULNESS HOSPITALITY 

SUN, NOV 11, after service 

 
MIGRANT TEA 

Church Women United  

FRI, NOV 16 AT 10AM  
Manatee United Methodist Church 

located at 315 15th St. E., 

 
NO NOVEMBER DINNER 

AND DESSERT- Instead, we will 

join the Thanksgiving dinner 

celebration with the Apostolic church 

on Nov. 18. 
 

 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY  
Do you want to see Faith’s  

children’s ministry grow?  Then  

let’s be prepared. Please 

sign up to serve once a month, in 

either the nursery or Sunday school 

class. Please contact Babs Brownell 

 if you would like more information.  

Call:  941.747.964  
 

 

ONECO FLORIST  
941.756.1556  
When ordering flowers through the 

church, please sign up on the Flower 

Chart. Flowers orders are $25. Oneco 

Florist is offering Church members $5 

off their first arrangement.  Just 

mention this article.   
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CHURCH HAPPENINGS 
 

Introducing “Spirits and Spirituality” (led by both pastors.) 

On Monday evenings at 6pm during November, we will experiment 

with a new program becoming popular around the country. It is 

generally known as “Pub Theology,” but we will call it “Spirits and 

Spirituality.” We will meet in a local Pub (3 Keys on St. Rd 64) each week 

to discuss an intriguing, spiritual question, such as “What do you think 

happens after we die?” or “What kind of God do you believe or not 

believe in?”  This will be an informal, non-judgmental get together to 

share good beer and wine and discussion about important topics. 

People of all faiths and no faith are invited. Bring your questions.  

Participants must agree to these guidelines 

* Please be respectful of all opinions, even if you disagree. 

* Please remember that there is no wrong answer. 

* Please don't interrupt. 

* Please monitor how long you talk so there is time for everyone. 

While all our programming is intended to draw in the wider community, 

for this program we will be making an even more concentrated effort 

toward that end! It would be a great program to invite your 

unchurched friends to, as some people don’t feel comfortable in 

Church buildings. See you Mondays in November, starting November 5. 

   

All Saints Remembrance November 4 
On Sunday, November 4, during the morning worship service, we will 

join in our annual remembrance of those who have passed in the last 

year as well as those we want to name and remember. There is a sign-

up sheet on the bulletin board where you are invited to put your name, 

the name of those remembered and a pronunciation guide. The liturgy 

is as follows, (we rejoice in the Life/Lives of (those remembering - who 

then stand). We remember with thanksgiving the life of (person 

remembered). After a moment a bell is rung, and we move on to the 

next person.    

 

Membership Information Class on November 11 
After church on November 11, we will have a meeting for those 

interested in finding out more about our Faith and the United Church of 

Christ. The class usually takes about 45 minutes and there is no 

obligation to join afterwards, but membership can often lead to 

deeper involvement and spiritual growth. Those who do wish to join the 

church will do so during the service on December 2, the first Sunday of 

Advent.   

 

Migrant tea, November 16 
Church Women United will hold its annual Migrant Tea on Friday, 

November 16, at Manatee United Methodist Church located at 315 

15th St. E., Bradenton beginning at 10am. Our church and numerous 

local churches collect clothing (infant to adult), bed linens and towels, 

personal and household items and shoes to donate. All items can be 

new or gently used. A box is in the Narthex for your contributions. Please 

give generously and join us on November 16. Questions?  See Sheryl 

Overheidt-Smith.  

 

Poinsettias 

We will be taking orders for Christmas poinsettias from December 2– 

until December 10.  A detailed order form will be in your bulletin starting 

on December 2.  Poinsettias can be purchased in celebration or 

memory of a loved one or special event. Please plan to take your 

poinsettia home after the Christmas Eve service.   
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MORE CHURCH HAPPENINGS  
 

 

Hurricane Relief Special Offering- Oct 28-Nov 11 
We will be collecting a special offering starting October 28 and through November 11 for hurricane relief. If you 

want to send your donation directly to the UCC, then make your checks payable to the United Church of Christ 

with “2018 Hurricane Response” in the memo section of the check and mail to: 700 Prospect Avenue, Cleveland 

OH 44115.  You may also make secure online donations at: http://www.ucc.org/hurricanes_2018_ucc_response 
 

Church work day- November 10 from 10am-12pm 
Volunteers are needed on Saturday, November 10. We will have an all church work day starting at 10am.  There 

will be a sign-up sheet for various opportunities to help beautify our church. Please see Denny Wetter if you have 

any questions.  
 

Dedication of the Habitat for Humanity Interfaith Build House November 17 
On Saturday, November 17, at 12pm we will join with our partner congregations: St. Armand's Key Lutheran, 

Gloria Dei Lutheran, St. Joseph's Catholic Church, Trinity Lutheran Church, Knights of Columbus - Our Lady of the 

Angels, Church of the Annunciation, Islamic Society of Bradenton-Sarasota, and Harvest United Methodist 

Church in dedicating the home we have all helped bring into existence at 604 11th Ave East in Bradenton.  

Food and fellowship will be shared.  
 

Thanksgiving with the Apostolic Church – November 18 
We have been graciously invited by Pastor Ramon to join their congregation’s Thanksgiving celebration. Please 

sign up if you plan to attend. We are encouraged to bring the desserts, especially pies.  
 

Per Capita  
Thanks to all who have paid your 2018 Per Capita. Years ago the congregation voted to pay the Per Capita 

individually and not have this expense as a budget item. The Per Capita is $15 for members and it is paid to the 

Florida Conference to cover expenses related to Pastor searches, workshops, staff, etc.  If you have not paid 

your 2018 Per Capita, please do so before the end of the year.   

- Your Finance Committee 
 

 

 

 

FINANCIAL SNAPSHOT  - September 

FAITH PRESCHOOL 
Wendi Steinbach, Director 

 

The children are looking forward to their upcoming Fall 

Festivals.  The MWF and VPK classes will go “Trunk or 

Treating” and have some fun activities on the 

playground on Monday, October 29.  The T/TH class will 

go “Trick or Treating” throughout the building and play 

some games on the playground on Tuesday, October 

30.   
 

On Friday, November 16, the children in the MWF and 

VPK classes will have a Thanksgiving feast together.   
 

The preschool will be closed for Thanksgiving break from 

November 19 - 23. 
 

Faith Preschool wishes everyone a 
Happy Thanksgiving! 

 

Mark your calendars now for our "Pancake Breakfast 

with Santa" at Applebee's on Saturday, December 8, 

2018 from 8:00 - 10:00 AM.  Tickets are $10.00 each.  

The breakfast includes 3 pancakes, 2 sausage links, 

and a choice of coffee, tea, juice or soda.  If you 

are interested in purchasing tickets, please call 

Wendi Steinbach at 746-7895 or send an email to 

faithpreschool1@verizon.net.  We hope you can join 

us and help support Faith Preschool! 

 

Tickets go on sale in November - $10 each 

with 

http://www.ucc.org/hurricanes_2018_ucc_response
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 Babs Brownell and the SAM team 

REMINDERS 
MANATEE COUNTY FOOD BANK for November is: Low Sugar Cereal  

Downtown Ministries:  

Every first and third Tuesday of the month. We are meeting November 6 and 20.   

 

Kiwanis Packing Event- Saturday, December 1 
Below, there is all the information you need for the next Kiwanis packing event. This is a SAM sponsored event.   

If you would like to participate with us, please contact Bruce Covey (bconline@verizon.net) or Babs Brownell 

(bgb310@aol.com). There will also be a sign up posted on the bulletin board. We could use your help! 

 

 

SOCIAL ACTION & MISSIONS 
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Church Council Minutes 

Faith United Church of Christ    
October 9, 2018 
 

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 PM. Those present 

were, Richard Dilts, Sheryl Overheidt-Smith, Donna Blakey, 

Dorathy Gallo, Linda VanBuskirk, Barbara Brownell, Marge 

Hooie, Denny Wetter and Judy Wetter (via computer), Pastor 

Brian and Faith Quici. 

 

Pastor Brian opened the meeting with prayer. 

 

A motion was made by Marge Hooie and seconded by Linda 

Van Buskirk to accept the minutes from the September council 

meeting as printed in the October Follower. The motion 

passed. 

 

The Financial Secretary, Dorathy Gallo, gave her report. A 

motion was made by Donna Blakey and seconded by Judy 

Wetter to accept the Financial Report. The motion passed. 

 

The Treasurer, Donna Blakey, gave her report.  A motion was 

made by Dorathy Gallo to accept the report and it was 

seconded by Linda Van Buskirk.  The motion passed.  

 

Pastor Brian gave his report. A membership class will be held in 

November. New members will be received on December 2. 

Spirits and Spirituality community event will start in November. 

Promotional flyers were made by the Community Outreach 

committee and passed out. Facebook ads have been 

purchased to promote the community events such as Spirits 

and Spirituality and the fall book study. We will need pulpit 

supply for December 30 while Pastor Brian and Jude are on 

vacation.   

 

Secretary Faith gave her report and had everyone review and 

update calendars for Oct, Nov and Dec. Calendar additions: 

Dinner and Dessert for October 26 at 6pm will be hosted by 

Floy Peterson. There is an all church work day on November 10 

at 10am. There will be thankfulness hospitality on November 11 

as well as new member class. The Migrant Tea is November 16 

more info TBA. We will “Deck the Halls” and decorate for 

Christmas on Thursday, November 29 at 10am. December 1 

will be another Kiwanis Food Packing event at 8am, more info 

TBA.  December 2 we will receive new members. December 9 

will be the Christmas potluck. December 30 will be birthday 

hospitality.                                                  

                                                

 

Old Business:  

Music Committee: Judy Wetter stated we have a couple 

good candidates to interview for the music leader position.  

 

Oktoberfest: 21 people signed up. Agreed that donations 

baskets would be set out for a church sponsored event to 

recoup cost. A policy was discussed regarding sign up and 

show up for church events.  

 

Photo Directory- January 28 and 29. We will need a sign up for 

volunteers to help people get registered to take their picture 

and to also serve as greeters the day of picture taking.  

 

Policy and Procedure: Meeting will be Oct 24. Council and 

Committee leaders need to make up a general “job 

description” for their positions. Please return them to Linda 

Van Buskirk. Linda suggests a Membership Committee be 

created to assist the pastors in that area.  

 

Sign Committee: Sign document distributed and reviewed. 

Questions were answered. We have an anonymous donor 

with $10,000 for the sign. We will have an informational 

congregational meeting on Oct 21 after service. 

 

Judy Wetter made a motion for the council to accept the 

drawings of a new sign offered by Florida Sign Company 

and for us to proceed with a new sign with funds to not 

exceed $35,000 including the anonymous $10,000 donation. 

This will be presented at an informational congregational 

meeting on October 21.  The motion was seconded by 

Linda Van Buskirk and it was unanimously approved by 

council.  

 

New Business:  

Barbara Brownell discussed tithing money from the bequests 

we receive. Barbara Brownell made a motion that Faith 

UCC tithe 10% to missions the money from the Glen Weaver, 

Helen Weaver, Carol Chamberlain and any future bequests 

we receive. It was seconded by Linda Van Buskirk and was 

unanimously approved by council.  

 

Sheryl Overheidt-Smith said that we are switching to paper 

products and using non-plastic material for fellowship 

events to do our part for the environment. Church members 

and guests are welcomed to bring their own utensils and 

dishware if they please.  

 

Council Members were asked to write a job task description 

to have on file for the next person in their position.   

 

Building and Grounds reported that they have talked to 

plumbers and the City of Bradenton to try and solve the 

pressure problem in the bathrooms.  

 

Community Outreach- Spirits and Spiritually starts Monday 

nights in November at 3 Keys. There are 13 people who 

signed up for the Tea with the Muse event. Blessing of the 

Animals event is suggested for March 2 and to make it a 

bigger event with a volunteer vet, craft fair and caricature 

artist.  

 

There is a crop walk meeting on Oct 16. Marge is interested 

in attending.  

 

SAM suggested putting in the midweek reminders or 

blanket and bucket giving to help CWS (Church World 

Service) with helping people in disaster situations.  

 

Worship: Communion will be served in the seats. Linda Van 

Buskirk, Sheryl Overheidt Smith, Dorathy Gallo and Donna 

Blakey have volunteered to serve communion. Marge 

Hooie will read scripture.  

November 4 will also be All Saints Day Remembrance Day, 

a sign up will go out on October 28. 

 

Pastor Brain said a departing prayer and we closed the 

meeting at 8:40pm  

 

Respectfully submitted by,  

- Faith Quici 
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        SUNDAY 

 

SUNDAY 

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

          

 

1 6:15pm Nar-
Anon 

6:30pm Fall Book 
Study  

7:15pm NA 

 

2 7:15pm NA 

7:30pm BAC 

 

3 9am Women’s 
Breakfast 

9am Men’s 
Breakfast 

10am NA & Nar-
Anon 

DAYLIGHT 
SAVINGS 2AM  

 

 
4 9am Fall Book 

Study  

10:30am Service 
with Communion 

Special hurricane  
offering 

 All Saints Day  

   1:30pm BAC 

7:15pm NA 

 

 

5 6pm Spirits & 
Spirituality  at 
3 Keys 

 

6 6:30pm 
Downtown 
Ministries 

HOA Bella 
Sole  

 

 7 7:00pm BAC 

 

 

8 6:15pm Nar-
Anon 

6:30pm Fall Book 
Study  

7:15pm NA 

 

 

 

9 7:15pm NA 

7:30pm BAC 

 

10 10am Church Wide 
Work Day 

 

10am NA & Nar-
Anon 

 

 

 

11 9am Fall Book 
Study  

10:30am Service 

Special hurricane  
offering 

Thankfulness 
Hospitality  

New Member Class 

Veteran’s Day  

1:30pm  BAC 

7:15pm NA 

 

 

 

12 6pm Spirits & 
Spirituality  at 
3 Keys 

 

6:30pm 
Church 
Council Mtg 

 

5pm Harbor 
Walk  

 

13 4pm  
Building and 
Grounds 
Work Day 
 

6pm River 
Sound HOA 
board mtg.  

 

14 7:00pm BAC 

 

 

 

15 6:15pm Nar-
Anon 

6:30pm Fall Book 
Study  

7:15pm NA 

 

 

  

 

16 Migrant Tea 

 

7:15pm NA 

 7:30pm BAC 

 

Follower 
Reminder 

 

 

 

17 10am NA & Nar-
Anon 

12pm Habitat for 
Humanity 
Interfaith Build 
House Dedication 

18 9am Fall Book 
Study  

10:30am Service 

Thanksgiving 
Potluck with the 
Apostolic Church  

1:30pm BAC 

7:15pm NA 

 

 

19 6pm Spirits & 
Spirituality  at 
3 Keys 

7pm BR HOA 

Follower 
Deadline 

Thanksgiving 
Break - No 
School  

20 11:30am 
Prayer Team 
Mtg 

 

6:30pm 
Downtown 
Ministries 

 
 
 

21 7:00pm BAC 

 

22 THANKSGIVING 

Office closed 

 

 

6:15pm Nar-
Anon 

7:15pm NA 

 

23 Day after 
Thanksgiving 
Office is closed.  

 

7:15pm NA 

7:30pm BAC 

 

24 10am NA & Nar-
Anon 

 

Faith leaving for 
Zimbabwe.       
Back in the office 
on December 10. 

 

25 9am Fall Book 
Study  

 

10:30am Service  

 

1:30pm BAC 

7:15pm NA 

 

26 6pm Spirits & 
Spirituality  at 
3 Keys 

 

7pm Inlets 
HOA 

 

 

27  28  7:00pm BAC 

 

  

29 10am Deck the 
Halls- decorate 
for Christmas  

6:15pm Nar-
Anon 

6:30pm Fall Book 
Study  

7:15pm NA 

 

30    

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

November  2018   

Preschool 

“Pancakes with 

Santa” tickets 

go on sale in 

November. 

Contact Wendi, 

(746-7895) 


