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N O V E M B E R  2 0 2 1  

 
 From The Pastor’s Desk… 

Rev. Dr. Sylvia Hull  

 

As we near the end of another year in which America 

laid to rest far too many of her citizens, I encourage 

all of us to be mindful of our many blessings. During 

this upcoming month in which we all are reminded to 

be thankful, I am asking each one of us to count our 

blessings. One by one. Day by day. Count our 

blessings.  

 

An activity in which I have encouraged my previous 

congregations to engage is to keep a “Blessings 

Journal.” A simple notebook will suffice. At the end of 

the day take just a moment or two to write down the 

blessing(s) of that particular day. It might be 

something as simple as a smile from the grocery store 

cashier or something as grand as a surprise visit from 

a friend whom we’ve not seen since the onset of the 

pandemic.  

 

Our fractured lives are in sore need of healing. A 

perfect way to jumpstart the healing process is by 

recognizing all the ways in which God has been 

present in, through, and around us, during these most 

difficult two years. So grab that notebook and begin 

to notice our many blessings. 

 

We Give Thanks for an Ordinary Day 

by Sue Henley 

We give thanks for water, refreshing, cleansing, and 

pray for those who have no running water. 

We give thanks for electricity, to make our morning 

tea and coffee, for the refrigerator, the hairdryer, and 

pray for the coffee farmers, for fair trade, and for 

those with no electricity. 

As we drop trash into the bin and go to the dumpster, 

we pray for those who seek food in dumpsters or hide 

in them for safety. 

As we give our pets water and food, we delight in 

their presence and pray for those animals who are 

abused and neglected; for wild animals whose 

habitats are being destroyed.  

As we get into our cars, we give thanks for 

transportation, and pray for those who must walk 

everywhere they go. As we drive to work, we 

give thanks for our jobs and pray for the 

unemployed and the working poor. 

We receive that call from our doctor who tells us 

our test results are “normal.” We pray for those 

whose results are anything but normal and those 

who must face life saving surgery. We pray, too, 

for those with no health insurance or access to 

safe medical care. 

We give thanks for friends who visit, sharing a 

simple meal, and we pray for the friendless and 

those who always eat alone. 

As we go to bed, we give thanks for rest, for a 

place called home, and we pray for those who 

live in shelters or on the streets. 

And we give thanks for another Ordinary Day. 

 

 

Psalm 103:2 (ESV) 

"Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget 

not all his benefits" 
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November is HABITAT 

Time! 
 

Every year for many years, Faith Church has 

celebrated “Habitat Sunday”— a Sunday set aside 

to recognize our long standing partnership with our 

local Habitat for Humanity.  In past years, our 

members have supported this worthy local mission 

with our prayers and donations. Our members have 

also worked on “builds”, served snacks to the 

volunteers at the job sites, and served on the 

Habitat Board.   

 

Manatee County’s Habitat for Humanity transforms 

lives and communities by building and preserving 

affordable homes with families and by uniting all 

people around the cause of affordable housing. 

In the 25 years it has been in existence here, 

Manatee Habitat has built and sold 137 Habitat 

homes in Manatee County. An additional 25 

families annually are served through our Home 

Preservation Program making their homes safe and 

secure.  Manatee Habitat has build homes 

throughout Manatee County with communities in 

Palmetto, Ellenton and a future 16 home 

community in Samoset. 

These accomplishments have been the result of 

collaboration between business, faith organizations, 

municipalities, community organization and 

thousands of volunteers who each year become 

part of the solution to Manatee County’s affordable 

housing need. 

 

Habitat homebuyers are of low to moderate 

income, with a stable employment record and 

decent credit history. Participants are chosen 

based on their need, ability to pay, and willingness 

to fulfill the “sweat equity” component: helping to 

build their future home or those of their Habitat 

neighbors.  This serves to help families build equity, 

financial stability, and self-reliance through 

affordable homeownership, home preservation, 

advocacy, and financial education. 

 

On November 14th, a representative of Habitat 

Manatee will attend worship and talk with us more 

about their wonderful efforts to provide safe and 

affordable housing right here in our own 

community. 

Following that, we will be collecting mission 

donations Nov. 21 and 28 to support our partnership 

with them. 

 

Let’s give them a warm and generous welcome on 

November 14th!!! 

 

- Social Action and Missions Team 

 

 

 

Remembering Our Saints 
 

Those Remembered   Those Requested  

Denny Wetter   Judy Wetter 

Maddy Cangemie  Vivian Zaffuto  

Mary Bonomo    

Vincent Bonomo    

Gloria Decatrino  

Vicki SJolander  PJ Widerman  

Nancy Ruth VanDel  Amy Van Dell 

Tony Varuolu   Donna Blakey  

Walter Lembright  MR Lembright 

Rob Aikin    Marge Kirchner  

Emma and Charles Kirchner  

John McLoughlin   

Frank Sheehan   Joan Sheehan  

Margaret Gregory  Barbara Brownell  

Suzanne Hundley 

Linda Van Buskirk 

 

 

 

 
 

In Loving Memory:  
Linda Van Buskirk  

10-27-21 

 

Condolences can be sent to Dorathy Gallo  

 

 

F A L L  

B A C K   
Sunday,  

November 7, is 

Daylight Savings.  

Make sure you set 

your clocks back 

one hour the 

evening before 

church and you will 

be on time.   
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W O R S H I P   

VOLUNTEERS  
for NOVEMBER 

 
N o v  7 ,  2 0 2 1  
 

Scripture: PJ Widerman  

 

N o v  1 4 ,  2 0 2 1  
Scripture: Barbara Brownell 

 

N o v  2 1 ,  2 0 2 1  
Scripture:  Amy Van Dell 

 

N o v  2 8 ,  2 0 2 1  
Scripture:  Joan Sheehan 

 

 

 

If you would like to read 

scripture, please let us know!  

You can sign up by emailing: 

faithchurchucc@verizon.net 
 

 
 

 

OPPORTUNIES TO SERVE 
 

Extra Office Help:  
We will have a few volunteers in the church office during the first 

week of November. Faith will be with her sister as her sister undergoes 

a brain surgery. She will return to the office as soon as she possibly 

can. We thank those who have stepped up and willing to answer the 

phones and man the front desk.  

 

A Moment with the Children:  
Since Pastoooor Rainbow pants has retired, we are looking for 

someone who would be interested in helping present a children’s 

message on Sunday morning? Expectations are just a short weekly, 

age appropriate, object lesson to be presented just before the 

children are dismissed to their Sunday school classes. Please contact 

the church office to learn more. If there are several volunteers 

interested, we can do a rotating schedule.  

 

Tech Team:  
Have you always wanted to get involved in Holywood? Now is your 

chance! We are looking for volunteers for the tech team to help with 

Zoom, screens, video, and sound. We can train you!  Please contact 

the church office if interested.  

 

Sunday School:  
Christian Ed is looking for some help in the form of substitute Sunday 

school teachers for our children. Please contact Richard Dilts or Hatti 

if interested. 

 

 

Coffee Hour Returns 
We will have a coffee fellowship  

time after the service on Sunday, 

November 14. Please join us for some  

time together.  

 

 

 

Office will be closed  
The office will be closed for  

Thanksgiving and the day after.  

We will open again on Monday,  

November 29.  

 

 

 

Deck the Halls- Hanging of 

the Greens  
It’s almost that time of year again! If you 

would like to help decorate the church for 

Christmas, please contact the church 

office and let us know. We would love to 

have you help. We plan to decorate on 

Saturday, November 27 at 10am.  

 

Financial Snapshot 
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SAM (Social Action 

and Missions): 

 

November is: Flour 

and Sugar  

 
Our local food pantries are critically low on 

food, and we still want to be a help.  

 

PICK UP 
1. We will be happy to come to your home 

and pick up your items!  

DROP OFF  
2. You can deliver to church during office 

hours. (Call Faith for info on those hours  

941-746-8890) 

SHIPPED 
3. You can purchase groceries online and 

have them delivered right to the food bank 

address. Call Meals on Wheels for more info 

at: 941-747-4655 

MONETARY DONATIONS  
4. You can send contributions directly to 

Meals On Wheels at 811 23rd Avenue East, 

Bradenton 34208. And through this link:  

https://securepayment.link/mealsonwheelsp

lus/one-time-donation/ 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

REMINDER: 2021 PER CAPITA 
Per Capita is one way our church supports the National and State UCC.  This is particularly important now as we 

enter into a search for a new Pastor.   The Florida Conference Staff along with the National office will guide us 

through the process of finding highly qualified candidates who understand the uniquenesses of the United Church 

of Christ.   This $15 per person donation is sent to them in its entirety. 

FAITH PRESCHOOL 
Wendi McKeithen, Director 

 
A note from Faith Preschool….. 

 

The MWF and VPK classes had a great time going 

trunk or treating and getting lots of goodies during 

their Fall Festival on Wednesday, October 27th.  We 

were happy to see so many families participate in this 

fun event. 

 

Faith Preschool wishes everyone a 

“Happy Thanksgiving!” 
 

The preschool will be closed for Thanksgiving break 

from November 22nd – 26th. 

 

 

https://securepayment.link/mealsonwheelsplus/one-time-donation/
https://securepayment.link/mealsonwheelsplus/one-time-donation/
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Faith United Church of Christ 

Council Meeting Minutes  

October 18, 2021 

 

PRESENT:  Barbara Brownell, Peter Cohoon, Sharon 

Cohoon, Richard Dilts, Sylvia Hull, Dorathy Gallo, 

Marge Kirchner, Faith Quici, Linda Van Buskirk, PJ 

Widerman 

 

ABSENT:  Ken Followell, Amy Van Dell 

 

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. A 

quorum was established. 

 

Sylvia Hull opened the meeting with prayer. 

 

A motion was made by Linda Van Buskirk to approve 

the minutes of the September meeting, a seconded 

by Sylvia Hull and the motion passed. 

 

TREASURER REPORT: 

 

A motion was made by Pete Cohoon to approve the 

financial report as preliminary.  It was seconded by 

Sharon Cohoon and the motion passed. 

 

MODERATOR COMMENTS:   

 

PJ Widerman stated that Sylvia Hull has received 

several calls from the people who are in need of 

services.  In addition to grocery store cards that are 

already provided by Faith UCC we are looking into 

procuring bus transportation cards. Many of the 

homeless and those in need have no way of getting to 

services.    

 

CHURCH SECRETARY REPORT: 

 

The calendars for October, November and December 

were reviewed.  Faith Quici asked when the church will 

be decorated for Christmas. Sylvia said it will be 

decorated before the 1st Sunday of Advent which is 

November 28th. 

 

PASTOR REPORT: 

 

Sylvia Hull reported that she has visited both Peg 

O’Sullivan and Joan Sheehan.    

 

Sylvia Hull is planning a special Christmas Eve service. 

 She will provide a monologue of various characters. 

 

Sylvia reported that Marge Hooie does not want visitors 

at this time. There someone with her during the day to 

provide her meals but, it is our understanding that she 

is alone at night. This is of much concern to us. 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

 

Profile Committee for new pastor-Linda Van Buskirk 

agreed to chair this group. PJ Widerman was 

informed by Leslie Etheridge of the Florida 

Conference that the guide for the profile needs to 

be complete by March. 

 

Review of building space usage will be conducted 

in the next few months. 

 

Book Club- Linda Van Buskirk reported that 14 

people have signed up for the book study. 

Linda also mentioned that she and Blu Glavin are 

considering a contemplative prayer event to 

include members to discuss different religious groups 

symbols and meanings. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

A request was made to include the financial reports 

in the monthly Follower. 

 

A discussion was held on replacing the furniture in 

the 2 offices as well as in the Narthex.  A more 

professional look is desirable.    

 

Marge Kirchner was concerned about recent 

church attendance.   A discussion was held about 

resuming fellowship gatherings after the service.   

Perhaps once a month having potluck and another 

Sunday having the birthday celebration with either 

a cake or cupcakes. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

 

Property: 

PJ Widerman reported that the well pump as well as 

irrigation heads have been fixed. 

 

Events: 

It was decided to begin after service fellowship 

again. A schedule will be arranged by Amy VanDell. 

 

Faith Care: 

Members continue to provide transportation to folks 

needing rides to and from church service. 

 

We will begin to review and update the prayer list 

and determine the amount of time individual names 

remain on the list. 

 

Outreach: 

Linda Van Buskirk said she will put the information on 

the new interim minister in “The Patch” a local 

newspaper. 
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Worship: 

Sylvia asked about resuming passing the collection 

plate.   It was decided to resume this coming Sunday. 

  

 

Choir - Should we restart?  We will ask for opinions 

through the Follower to see if there is any interest and 

if anyone would like to join the choir.  It was also 

suggested that we wait until January when the new 

minister arrives. 

 

Christian Education: 

Richard Dilts said he is still looking for a Sunday School 

teacher.  Debbie has expressed an interest. 

 

SAM: 

Barbara Brownell reported that an official from 

Habitat for Humanity will be coming to preach on 

November 21st.   There will be a special collection for 

this organization. 

 

Mission Moment collection to be held on November 

14th. 

 

PJ Widerman made a motion to adjourn the 

meeting, a seconded by Pete Cohoon and we 

adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 

 

The next meeting will be on November 15th, 2021 

 

Sylvia Hull closed the meeting with prayer 

 

 

Faith UCC Zoom Meetings – NOVEMBER 2021 

 
Date   Event    Time    Meeting ID # and Psw  
11/7   Sunday Worship   10:30am   868 5394 0971  922838 

11/14   Sunday Worship   10:30am   868 5394 0971  922838 

11/21   Sunday Worship   10:30am   868 5394 0971  922838 

11/28   Sunday Worship   10:30am   868 5394 0971  922838 

 
 

To join by computer     

1) Go to Zoom.com  

2) Click "join a meeting" 

3) Put in the number for your meeting and follow computer instructions.  

(Turn on computer audio and camera) 

 

To join by phone: 

 

Dial by your location 

        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 

        +1 646 876 9923 US (New York) 

        +1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown) 

        +1 408 638 0968 US (San Jose) 

        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 

        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 

        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 

 

Enter the Meeting ID using the keypad:  

ID: -- Password: -- Then hit "#" 
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NOVEMBER 2021 
 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 1 2 3 4 
6:30pm-8:15pm 
NarAnon- in Sunday 
School Classroom 
 
7:30pm NA- in 
multipurpose room   
 

5 6 
10:15am NA- in 
multipurpose 
room 
 

7 
DAYLIGHT 
SAVINGS- FALL 
BACK  
 
10:30am Service with 
Communion  
 
2:30pm BAC 

8 9 
 

10 
 

11 
Veterans Day 
 
6:30pm-8:15pm 
NarAnon- in Sunday 
School Classroom 
 
7:30pm NA- in 
multipurpose room   
 

12 13 
10:15am NA- in 
multipurpose 
room 
 

14 
10:30am Service  
Habitat Sunday- 
Mission Moment 
 
2:30pm BAC 

15 
Council 
Meeting 
6:30pm 
 

16 
 

17 
 

18 
6:30pm-8:15pm 
NarAnon- in Sunday 
School Classroom 
 
7:30pm NA- in 
multipurpose room   
 

19 
Follower  
Reminder 

20 
10:15am NA- in 
multipurpose 
room 
 
2pm Memorial 
Service – 
Margaret 
Gregory 
 

21 
10:30am Service  
Habitat Special 
Collection  
 
2:30pm BAC 

22 
Preschool 
Thanksgiving 
Break  
Nov 22-26 

23 24 25 
THANKSGIVING   
Church office is 
closed  
 
6:30pm-8:15pm 
NarAnon- in Sunday 
School Classroom 
 
7:30pm NA- in 
multipurpose room   
 

26 
Day after 
Thanksgiving   
Church office  
is closed  
 

27 
10:15am NA- in 
multipurpose 
room 
 
10am HANGING 
OF THE 
GREENS  
- Decorating for 
Christmas at 
Faith UCC 
 

28 
10:30am Service  
Habitat Special 
Collection  
 
2:30pm BAC 
 

29 
 

30     
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 Fall Fun at the Preschool 


